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'Poorest  people'  in  world  hearing  Gospel 


occurred  for  the  past  three 
years,  with  no  sign  of  it  slow¬ 
ing,  he  says.  Several  priests  of 
the  majority  religion  have  come 
into  the  family. 

Goals  for  the  near  future 
include  to  finish  production  of 
cassette  tapes  containing  60  of 
the  most  important  stories  from 
the  Bible,  training  2,000  church 
members  to  tell  nine  more  sto¬ 
ries  and  training  200  farmers  in 
pulpwood  ana  bamboo  pro¬ 
duction  and  summer  gardens. 

Another  goal  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  led  Fox  to  claim:  the 
need  for  about  10  more  acres 
of  land  —  six  acres  to  set  up  a 
nursery  system  to  mass-pro¬ 
duce  fruit  trees,  timber  trees 
and  vegetable  seedlings  and 
four  acres  to  enlarge  the  train¬ 
ing  center  to  double  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  can  be 
trained  to  make  their  hilly 
areas  productive,  he  says. 

He  longs  for  the  day  when  the 
generosity  of  every  member  of 

mis  giving,  mag-  -  — .  — 

nanimous  people _ _  \ 

group  stems  from 

hearts  that  know  '***  § 

Christ's  love. 
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SAVING  LIVES 


Learning  easy  and  inexpensive  ways  to  plant 
pumpkin  and  tree  seedlings  has  improved,  and  even  saved  lives 
among  India's  Kui  people.  The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions  helps  the  Asian  Rural  Life  Development 
Center  make  a  spiritual  as  well  as  physical  difference  in  lives  in  this 
low-caste  people  group.  (BP  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 


Loving  the  Lost 


cause  for  hopelessness.  Fox  Orissa.  He  teaches  the  Kui  the  that  I  know  how  to 
says.  Outsiders  who  once  ruled  basics  in  agriculture  because  of  solve,  but  it  takes  a 
the  Kui's  homeland  in  eastern  their  low  farm  production.  long  time  to  introduce 

India  cut  their  forest  and  devas-  "The  Kui  have  named  one  new  ideas,"  he  says, 
tated  much  of  their  best  land.  season  of  the  year  'hunger,'”  he  Trainees  at  the  cen- 

"The  Kui  are  left  with  much  says.  ’’Hunger  has  been  a  part  ter  also  learn  the  Bible 
of  their  ecology  in  ruin.  Most  of  of  the  Kui  s  life  and  history  from  Khond  Baptist 
the  forest  is  gone  now,"  he  says,  from  as  far  back  as  their  ancient  teachers  —  and  now 
"The  animals  and  fish  the  Kui  stories  go."  to  teach  it  effectively 

depend  on  for  food  are  gone.  The  Kui’s  greatest  physical  in  the  Kui's  story-lov- 
The  people,  the  livestock  and  need  is  for  more  ana  better-  ing  culture  through 
the  land  are  in  poor  condition,  quality  food.  the  chronological 

The  housing  is  Dad,  sanitation  "A  balanced  diet  would  take  Bible  storying  metnod. 
is  Terrible,  infant  mortality  is  care  of  most  of  the  physical  prob-  About  88%  of  the  Kui 
vary  high,  85%  of  the  people  lems  the  Kui  face,  he  says,  women  and  65%  of  the 
clffry  the  malafia  virus  in  their  Diarrhea  and  dysentery  are  the  men  cannot  read,  so 
bl^od.  In  short,  things  have  biggest  killers  of  the  children;  318  the  storying  method  is 

f;one  from  bad  to  worse  for  the  out  of  every  1,000  children  bom  invaluable, 
ast  50  years.”  die  before  they  reach  age  five.  "When  people  real- 

Jhe  1.5  million  Kui  "are  To  help  the  people.  Fox  teach-  ize  who  Goa  is  and 
some  of  the  poorest  people  in  es  them  a  new  way  to  plant  tree  what  he  is  doing  in 
the  world,  and  there  is  no  way  seedlings  and  to  germinate  bam-  this  world,  they  are 
for  them  to  go  except  down  boo  that  is  easy  and  inexpensive,  impressed.  When  they 
unless  God  steps  in,"  he  says.  As  a  result,  the  government  has  realize  that  they  are 
Among  Kui  who  are  part  of  recognized  his  institute  at  all  lev-  separated  from  God 
the  Father's  family,  however.  Fox  els  as  a  scientific  agricultural  because  of  their  sin 
notices  a  radical  attitude  shift  institution  that  contributes  sig-  and  that  God  hates 
about  their  living  conditions.  nificantly  to  the  Indian  economy,  sin,  they  become  con- 
"They  begin  to  believe  that  Two  years  ago,  some  gov-  cerned.  When  they 
their  lives  are  going  to  ernment  people  wanted  his  learn  that  God  will 
improve,"  he  explains.  "Often  group  out  of  the  country,  accept  Jesus'  death  as 
Christians  suffer  more  than  the  Today,  because  of  his  groups  a  substitute  for  their 
lost,  but  it  is  the  way  the  work  with  pulpwood  trees,  death,  they  usually 
Christians  bear  their  suffering  bamboo  and  land  restoration,  accept  Christ,"  he  says, 
that  makes  the  difference.  The  the  same  people  are  "taking  An  average  of  six 
most  striking  difference  is  that  steps  to  maxe  sure  that  we  feel  new  groups  of  God's 
Christians  do  not  fear  death."  welcome  in  India  and  that  they  people  are  being  start- 
Fox  serves  among  the  Kui  to  want  us  to  stay  for  as  long  as  ed  every  month,  a 
provide  them  tangible  reason  we  like,"  he  says.  trend  that  has 
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Charlotte  Diggs  Moon  was  bom  into 
the  rarefied  Virginia  aristocracy  at 
her  family's  Albermarle  County 
estate  on  December  17,  1840.  She  died  a 
pauper's  death  72  years  later,  thousands  of 
miles  from  home  and  a  lifetime  away  from 
herprivileged  early  life. 

Those  are  the  cold,  textbook  facts.  We  all 
have  a  beginning  and  an  end  on  this  earth, 
but  it's  what  we  do  in  between  that  counts 
for  eternity.  "Lottie,"  as  she  came  to  be 
called,  understood  that. 

In  1858,  God  moved  in  her  life  and  she 
accepted  Christ  as  Lord  while  attending 
First  Baptist  Church  in 
Charlottesville,  Va. 

God  moved  again  in  her  life  in 
1873,  when  she  requested  and 
against  all  odds  received  her  mis¬ 
sionary  appointment  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  (FMB),  now  known  as  the 
International  Mission  Board.  She 
was  one  of  the  first  single  women 
chosen  for  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  service. 

Lottie  set  sail  for  China  in 
September  of  that  vear  and  by 
December  had  settled  in  the  north¬ 
ern  town  of  Tengchow,  where  she 
lived  for  the  next  40  years. 

She  devoted  herself  to  evangelis¬ 
tic  work  among  the  women  and 
children  of  the  surrounding  area,  telling  all 
who  would  listen  about  tne  "true  God," 
giving  away  books,  and  teaching  those 
who  couldn't  read  the  books. 

Lottie  was  rejected  many  times  and 
earned  the  nickname  of  "Devil  Old 
Woman,"  but  her  persistence  never  faded. 

She  wrote  to  friends  in  the  United  States, 
"I  wish  I  had  a  thousand  lives  that  I  might 
give  them  to  the  women  of  China!" 


Lottie's  love  for  the  Bible  and 
for  the  Chinese  people  became 
legendary  in  the  villages  around 
Tengchow,  and  opposition  to 
her  work  eventually  faded. 

Then  one  day  as  she  moved 
among  the  people  with  her  Bible, 
she  heard  some  refer  to  her  as 
the  "Heavenly  Book  Visitor." 

The  name  stuck  with  villagers. 

In  Lottie's  day,  China  suf¬ 
fered  almost  constant  internal 
political  and  military  turmoil, 
with  outside  powers  also 
attempting  to  exert  their  influ¬ 
ence.  Still,  Lottie  fervently  con¬ 
tinued  her  work. 

The  Russo-Japanese  War  of 
1904-05  ignited  a  famine  that 
soon  spread  through  the  coun¬ 
tryside  and  foreshadowed  fate¬ 
ful  events  to  come  in  Lottie's  life. 

Desperate  to  help  the  starv¬ 
ing  people  around  whom  God 
had  called  her  to  build  her  life 
and  ministry,  Lottie  withdrew 
her  personal  savings  and  used 
it  to  feed  the  hungry. 

When  that  money  ran  out, 
she  used  virtually  all  her  meager  salary  to 
buy  food  for  others  —  often  failing  to 
retain  enough  for  herself. 

She  collapsed  five  days  before  her  seven¬ 
ty-second  birthday,  her  health  broken  and 
her  4'11"  frame  nearly  decimated.  Years  of 
personal  sacrifice  had  taken  its  toll. 

Lottie  died  of  starvation  on  Christmas  eve, 
1912,  in  the  harbor  of  Kobe,  Japan,  on  a  ship 
that  was  taking  her  to  America.  The  world 
took  little  note  of  her  life  and  death,  but  she 
changed  Southern  Baptists  and  China  forever. 

Many  sad  events  have  transpired  in 
Lottie's  China  since  she  came  home,  but 


"well,  if  He's 
the  shepherd, 
maybe  we  should 
ALU  FLOCK 
AROUND  HINA  /* 


xjce 


God  will  yet  prevail  in  that  nation  of  soft- 
spoken,  humble  people. 

A  marble  gravestone  in  a  small  Virginia 
cemetery  carries  Lottie's  name,  as  does  the 
greatest  international  missions  offering  in 
Christiandom. 

On  that  gravestone  is  the  simple  phrase, 
"Faithful  unto  death." 

God  permit  that  those  words,  bought  at 
so  great  a  price  by  the  Heavenly  B 
Visitor,  should  also  mark 
Christian  service. 


ook 
our  own 


Originally  published  on  December  5,  1996. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  During 
the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
International  Missions  and  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering,  Nov. 
28  -  Dec.  5,  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
gregations  across  the  country  will 
focus  their  prayers,  thoughts  and 
gifts  on  the  cause  of  extending 
God's  kingdom  around  the  ivorld. 

God  is  at  work  in  unprece¬ 
dented  ways  to  win  and  disciple 
the  nations  and  complete  the 
unfinished  task  of  tne  Great 
Commission.  Nations  and  people 
groups  previously  unreached  are 
being  penetrated  with  the  gospel. 
The  spiritual  darkness  is  being 
dispelled.  As  our  witness  extends 
to  tne  ends  of  the  earth,  churches 
are  planted  with  a  passion  that 
results  in  church-planting  move¬ 
ments  —  but  it  begins  with  love 
for  those  who  are  lost. 

The  cry  of  the  people  who 
don't  yet  know  Gocf  has  provid¬ 
ed  a  Savior  is  that  of  the  disciples 
on  the  storm-tossed  sea,  "Carest 
thou  not  that  we  perish?"  Do  we 
care  that  1.7  billion  people 
haven't  yet  heard  the  gospel?  Do 
we  care  that  multitudes  locked 
in  bondage  to  hopeless  religious 
traditions  are  bound  for  hell? 

Before  Jesus  commanded  us 
to  "go,”  he  commanded  us  to 
love  the  Lord  our  God  and  our 
neighbor  as  ourselves.  Then  he 
explained  that  our  "neighbor” 
isn’t  necessarily  someone  like 
us,  but  includes  those  who  are 
ethnically  different.  We  cannot 
truly  profess  to  love  God  with¬ 
out  loving  others. 


Guest  Opinion: 

How  much  do  we 
love  Jesus? 


By  Jerry  Rankin,  president 
International  Mission  Board 


If  we  are  to  be  faithful  and 
obedient  in  reaching  the  nations, 
we  must  not  be  motivated  by 
guilt  or  obligation,  but  by  our 
love  for  the  lost  and  desire  for 
them  to  know  our  God,  who 
alone  is  worthy  of  their  praise 
and  worship.  As  Paul  said  in  2 
Corinthians  5:14  (NIV),  "Christ’s 
love  compels  us." 

Loving  the  lost  means  a 
heart  of  sorrow  for  those  who 
do  not  know  Jesus.  We  must  see 


them  as  God  sees  them  —  alien¬ 
ated  from  God,  without  hope, 
wandering  as  sheep  without  a 
shepherd.  Our  hearts  should  be 
as  broken  and  grieved  as  God's 
heart  is  for  a  lost  world. 

Loving  the  lost  also  means  a 
life  of  sacrifice.  John  3:16  (KJV) 
tells  us  that  "God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave."  Jesus  said 
in  John  15:13  (NASB),  "Greater 
love  has  no  one  than  this,  that 
one  lay  down  his  life  for  his 


%  Unfinished  Task  1999 


Week  of  Prayer  for  International  Missions 
and 

International  Mission  Study 


l  ottip  Moon  Christmas  OfWinq  goal  $125 


friends."  Love  means  to  devote 
yourself  to  the  needs,  the  wel¬ 
fare,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
beloved.  If  we  love  the  lost,  we 
will  give  ourselves  to  them. 

The  opposite  of  love  is  to  live 
for  yourself.  All  peoples  of  the 
world  could  hear  the  gospel  if 
more  of  us  were  willing  to  give 
our  lives  in  sacrificial  service 
rather  than  hold  onto  our  own 
plans  and  desires.  If  more 
Christians  sacrifice  time  to  pray 
for  the  nations  and  give  sacrifi- 
cially  of  their  accumulated 
wealth,  the  Great  Commission 
can  be  fulfilled.  God  gave  his 
only  Son  as  a  sacrifice.  What  are 
we  willing  to  give? 

Finally,  loving  the  lost 
becomes  a  means  of  salvation 
for  the  multitudes.  When  we  are 
motivated  by  a  broken  heart  for 
the  lost  and  are  willing  to  sacri¬ 
fice  our  money  and  our  lives  to 
share  the  gospel  to  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  we  become  the  means 
through  which  the  lost  can  find 
salvation  in  Jesus  Christ. 

After  his  resurrection,  Jesus 
asked  Peter  three  times,  "Do 
you  love  me?”  When  he  said 
yes,  Jesus  responded,  "Feed  my 
sheep." 

Jesus  is  asking  us,  "Do  you 
love  me?"  If  we  can  say  yes, 
surely  he  is  saying,  "Then  love 
the  fost,  feed  them  with  the 
gospel;  be  my  witnesses...  to  the 
uttermost  ends  of  the  earth." 

Jerry  Rankin  is  a  Mississippi 
native  and  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton. 
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Missionaries  contending  for  lost  in  Africa 


ABIDJAN,  Ivory 
Coast  (BP)  -  The  West 
African  pastor  and  his 
family  were  frantic  at 
a  nephew's  disappear¬ 
ance.  Finally,  after 
much  searching  for 
him,  the  young  man 
was  found  dead.  His 
throat  had  been  slit, 
and  all  of  his  internal 
organs  had  been  cut 
out  —  offered  as  a  sac¬ 
rifice  to  the  practice  of 
animism. 

This  tragic  story  of 
lostness  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  '  among  West 
Africans  —  even  in 
Abidjan,  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  most 
modern  cities  in  the 
area,  says  Leah 
McGuire  (not  her  real 
name),  a  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  who  works  in 
the  region. 

Although  most  of 
the  people  in  Ivory 
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Prayer  campaign  announced 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa  (BP)  —  Plague,  war,  famine, 
and  drought  threaten  the  future  —  perhaps  even  the  very  exis¬ 
tence  —  of  Africa's  771  million  people,  so  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  are  launching  an  ambitious  campaign  to  bathe  the 
entire  continent  in  prayer.  A  special  day  of  prayer  for  the  entire 
continent,  called  2001-PRAY  (Pray  'Round  Africa-Yes),  is 
planned  for  Aug.  3,  2001. 

Great  Commission  Christians  throughout  the  world  are 
being  encouraged  to  spend  some  time  praying  for  the  spread  of 
gospel  across  Africa.  Volunteers  are  being  recruited  to  prayer 
walk  in  different  African  countries. 

Prayer  coordinator  Anita  Hunt  said  2001  -  PRAY  is  a  unique 
project  because  it  covers  an  entire  continent.  "This  prayer 
emphasis  is  also  unique  in  that  it  is  not  just  for  Southern 
Baptists  or  Americans,"  Hunt  said.  "We  invite  all  Great 
Commission  Christians  around  the  world  to  join  us.  Prayer  will 
make  a  difference  for  Africa." 

The  goal  is  to  have  thousands  of  believers  praying.  An 
Internet  site  —  www.2001pray.org  —  has  been  established  to 
let  prayer  warriors  know  concerns  and  specific  ways  they  can 
help.  The  site  not  only  lists  prayer  concerns  but  also  gives 
information  and  stories  on  the  different  countries  and  people 
living  in  Africa.  The  prayer  list  will  be  updated  bi-weekly  with 
new  concerns. 


SPIRIT  TREE  —  Animists  in 
West  Africa  often  offer  sacri¬ 
fices  to  spirits  that  inhabit 
rocks  or  trees,  in  the  hope 
those  spirits  will  help  them,  or 
at  least  not  hurt  them.  Goats 
—  and  sometimes  children  — 
are  sacrificed  at  spirit  trees  like 
this  one  in  Liberia.  Millions  of 
lost  people  in  West  Africa  live 
in  fear  of  spirits,  not  knowing 
about  a  loving  God  who  is 
more  powerful  and  his  Son, 
who  has  already  made  the 
ultimate  sacrifice.  (BP  photo 
by  Warren  Johnson) 


Mississippi  ACTS  affiliates  receive  five  first-place  awards  during  the 
fourth  annual  ACTS  awards  presentation  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio 
and  Television  Commission  in  Fort  Worth.  Four  different  Mississippi 
ACTS  affiliates  took  home  the  first-place  honors. 


Though  organized  in  1876,  from  1950-75  Ebenezer  Church  in  Desoto 
County  had  only  four  members  and  met  only  one  Sunday  a  month.  In 
1976  the  church  reorganized,  built  a  new  building,  and  now  has  112  mem¬ 
bers  with  an  average  Sunday  School  attendance  of  80. 


L.  Gordon  Sansing  assumes  his  duties  as  pastor  of  Davis  Memorial 
Church,  Jackson,  preaching  his  first  sermon  on  Nov.  20.  Sansing  was 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Booneville,  for  four  years  prior  to  accepting  the 
call  to  Davis  Memorial  Church. 
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Gulfport  church  gets  creative  for  offering 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


First  Church,  Gulfport,  had  never  given 
more  than  $38,000  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  International 
Missions  (LMCO),  so  in  July  of  this  year, 
pastor  Chuck  Register  challenged  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  give  $50,000  to  LMCO  in  1909. 

“1  did  a  sermon  on  the  parable  of  the  tal¬ 
ents.  During  the  invitation  I  gave  each 


FRONT  YARD  SURPRISE  — 
Gulf|X)rt  neighbors  (from  left) 
Dean  Holleman,  Allie  Peden, 
Hollis  Holleman,  Bill  Peden, 
and  Sarah  Gant  Holleman 
inspect  the  objects  of  their  moth¬ 
ers'  unorthodox  fund-raising 
campaign  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions.  The 
Holleman  and  Peden  families 
are  members  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport.  (Photo  courtesy  of  The 
Sun-Herald/)ames  Edward  Bates) 


Missionary  working  to  lift  darkness  of  Brazilians 


BELO  HORIZONTE,  Brazil 
(BP)  —  It  was  all  in  a  day’s 
work  for  missionary  Wade 
Akins.  During  one  noontime, 
he  showed  up  in  downtown 
Belo  Horizonte,  his  hometown 
in  Brazil,  and  preached  on  the 
streets  for  an  nour  and  a  half 
while  hundreds  of  people 
milled  about  in  the  plaza. 
Eighty  people  trusted  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior. 

By  missionary  standards, 
this  impassioned  evangelist's 
effort  that  day  —  and  on  other 
days  like  it  —  was  successful. 
It's  courageous  forays  like  these 


that  contribute  to  Brazil’s  rank-  Mary,  saints,  idols,  and 
ing  as  the  No.  1  harvest  field  images,  and  spiritism  is 
among  Baptists  worldwide.  a  part  of  the  Christian 
During  his  17  years  of  work  faith,  then  that  person 
in  Brazil,  countless  thousands  has  a  lack  of  understand- 
have  responded  to  Akins'  ver-  ing  of  true  faith  in 
sion  of  "pioneer  evangelism,"  a  Christ.  The  Roman 
program  involving  lay  people  Catholic  church  does  not 
in  evangelism,  discipleship,  teach  salvation  in  Christ 
and  church  starting.  alone.  You  are  justified 

As  Akins  praises  God  for  by  w'orks  in  their  teach- 
these  results,  he  looks  past  ing." 
them  into  an  irrepressible  dark-  As  Akins  and  his 
ness  that  pervades  every  comer  wife,  Barbara,  travel 
of  Brazil,  the  largest  country  in  throughout  Brazil,  they 
South  America.  see  a  huge  Roman 

He  looks  into  the  eves  of  Catholic  church  in  the 

^  pagan  religion,  heart  of  every  city. 

which  he  says  "Roman  Catholics  have 
deceives  people  a  works-based  salvation; 
into  believing  they  just  add  Jesus  to  it. 
they  are  part  of  Adding  Jesus  to  anything 
the  Christian  is  idolatrous,  regardless  if 
faith.  Large  it  is  Catholicism  or 

numbers  of  his  Hinduism." 
audience  are  The  Roman  Catholic 

u  n  b  e  1  i  e  v  i  n  g  church  also  promotes  an 
Roman  Catholics  immoral  lifestyle  in 
—  or  "cultural  Brazil,  Akins  believes. 
Catholics,”  as  "They  openly  sponsor 

they  could  be  gambling  and  beer  par- 
termed.  Roman  ties  in  the  plazas  in 
Catholics  make  order  to  raise  money, 

up  as  much  as  Thev  own  bars  that  sell 
85%  of  Brazil's  hard  liquor,"  he  says, 
population.  The  Lottie  Moon  Chr 

"What  makes  Offering  for  Interna 
our  target  group  Missions  has  supplied  ; 
not  Christian  is  tion  of  the  salary,  nousin 


STREET  PREACHER 


Ele  premise:  Lostness  among  the 
atin  American  population 
must  be  conquered. 

He  sums  up  what  drives  him 
by  saying,  "If  you  study  the 

Word  of  God,  | - 

there  are  two  IllB 
kinds  of  people — 
lost  ana  saved.  I 

That  is  it." 


Tm  Baptist  Record 
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MBHC  planning  February  2000  workshop 


CLINTON,  Miss.  (Special)  — The 
Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Commission 
(MBHC)  will  conduct  a  church  anniver¬ 
sary  workshop  on  Feb.  14,  2000,  at  First 
Church,  Clinton,  to  assist  churches  plan¬ 
ning  celebrations  of  significant  anniver¬ 
saries  (100,  125,  150,  1/5,  and  200  years) 
during  2000-2002. 

The  1498  workshop  was  very  popular, 
with  attendees  receiving  information 
about  the  value  of  celebrating  significant 
anniversaries,  including  the  options  of 
scheduling  basic,  intermediate,  or  compre¬ 
hensive  celebrations,  and  the  methodolo¬ 
gy  of  planning  an  anniversary. 

The  2000  workshop  will  begin  with  9 
a.m.  registration  and  conclude  at  3:30  p.m., 
and  w  ill  feature  a  popular  section  entitled, 
"The  Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Writing  a  Church 
History."  Registrants  will  also: 

♦  view  the  comprehensive  resources 
available  in  the  MBHC  historical  collec¬ 
tion,  located  in  the  Mississippi  College 
Library  on  the  Baptist-affiliated  school's 
Clinton  campus. 

The  resources  are  available  for  research 
and  to  assist  in  writing  church  histories. 

♦  hear  representatives  of  First  Church, 
Canton,  a  congregation  which  recently 
planned  and  celebrated  a  significant 
anniversary. 

♦  talk  with  the  anniversary  committee  of 
First  Church,  Collins,  which  is  now  plan¬ 
ning  for  that  church's  centennial  obser¬ 
vance  in  2000. 


Although  the  workshop  is  specifically 
designed  for  churches  celebrating  signifi¬ 
cant  anniv  ersaries,  all  churches  are  invited. 

Edward  L.  McMillan,  MBHC  executive 
secretary,  reported  a  total  of  33 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  representing 
4700  years  of  combined  service  have  cele¬ 
brated  significant  anniver¬ 
saries  in  1999,  w  ith  a  MBHC 
representative  in  atten¬ 
dance  to  present  a  letter  of 
commendation  and  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  recognition. 

Records  provided  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  indicate  that 
44  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  have  significant 
anniversaries  in  2000;  36 
churches  in  2001;  and  50 
churches  in  2002. 

"These  anniversary  cele¬ 
brations  provide  an  ideal 
opportunity  for  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  to  review  a 
rich  heritage,  observe  unbe¬ 
lievable  blessings,  and  com¬ 
mit  anew  to  a  promising 
future,"  McMillan  said. 

If  any  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  is  celebrating  a  sig¬ 
nificant  anniversary  during 
one  of  these  years  and  the 
pastor  has  not  received 
information  about  the 


February  2000  workshop  by  mid-January, 
please  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Historical  Commission. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  MBHC 
Librarian,  P.  O  Box  4024,  Clinton,  MS  39058. 
Telephone:  (601)  924-3434.  E-mail: 

mbhc@mc.edu. 


Church  anniversaries  celebrated  in  1999 

Each  church  (noted  bv  association)  received  a 

special  framed  anniversary  certificate  and  a  letter 

of  congratulations  to  the  church,  presented  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Commission. 

100  Years 

Jerusalem  (Attala) 

Big  Level  (Gulf  Coast) 

Leaf  River  (Smith) 

FBC,  Tunica  (North  Delta) 

McAdams  (Attala) 

Hickory  Ridge  (Rankin) 

Oak  Hill  (Pontotoc) 

Olive  (Pearl  River) 

Peach  Creek  (Panola) 

Salem  (Smith) 

Pleasant  Hill  (Leake) 

125  Years 

Poplar  Creek  Nations  (Montgomery) 
Poplar  Springs  (Newton) 

FBC,  Coldwater  (Northwest) 

Red  Banks  (Marshall) 

FBC,  Moss  Point  (Jackson) 

Siloam  (Golden  Triangle) 

French  Camp  (Choctaw) 

Handsboro  (Gulf  Coast) 

175  YEARS 

Main  Street,  Goodman  (Holmes) 

Antioch  (Copiah) 

New  Providence  (Leake) 

Byram  (Hinds) 

Piney  Grove  (Prentiss) 

Damascus  (Copiah) 

Salem  (Covington-Jeff  Davis) 

FBC,  Byram  (Hinds) 

150  Years 

Galilee  First,  Gloster  (Mississippi) 

Mount  Zion  (Simpson) 

FBC,  Okolona  (Chickasaw) 

Pocahontas  (Metro) 

Hebron  (Yazoo) 

Society  Hill  (Covington-Jeff  Davis) 

‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Pray  for  Ella  Vator 

Communication  is  a  difficult 
process.  Communicating  with 
each  other  is  never  as  easy  as 
we  think  it  is  or  as  simple  as  we 
think  it  ought  to  be.  "Say  w'hat 
you  mean,  and  mean  what  you 
say,"  sounds  good  but  often  the 
listeners  do  not  "hear"  what  is 
being  said  and  "think"  they  are 
hearing  something  else. 

Recently  1  was  in  a  worship 
service  in  one  of  our  fine 
churches.  There  was  a  wonder¬ 
ful  crowd  and  a  sweet  spirit, 
and  the  beloved  pastor  was 
welcoming  the  guests  and  mak¬ 
ing  some  announcements.  1  w  as 
introduced  a>  the  guest  speaker 
and  he  also  welcomed  a  fine 
singing  group  that  would  be 
participating  in  the  service. 
After  me  introductions,  the  pas¬ 
tor  announced  that  we  would 
be  having  a  food  and  fellowship 
time  immediately  following  the 
service  and  gave  directions  on 
how  to  get  to  the  stairs  that  led 
to  the  fellowship  hall.  He  wel¬ 
comed  everyone  to  come. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the 
choir,  seated  behind  the  pastor, 
softly  reminded  him  of  the  ele¬ 
vator.  The  pastor  did  not 
understand  what  they  were 
saying  and  turned  around,  at 
which  time  they  said  a  little 
louder  and  in  unison, 
"Elevator!"  He  still  did  not 
understand,  so  several  of  them 
called  out,  not  quite  in  sync, 
"Elevator!"  Not  wanting  to 
beleaguer  the  point  but  not 
sure  w'hat  they  were  talking 
about,  the  pastor  thought  they 
were  calling  some  ladyv s  name. 
After  several  more  tries,  he  got 
the  message.  He  then  turned  to 
the  congregation  and  said,  "1 
thought  they  were  asking  for  a 
praver  request  and  I  was  going 
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to  ask  us  to  please  be  praying 
for  Mrs.  Ella  Vator." 

The  pastor  did  not  know' 
w'hat  Mrs.  Vator's  problem 
was,  but  if  folks  in  the  church 
thought  they  needed  to  pray 
for  her,  he  wanted  to  share  it 
with  everyone.  The  entire  con¬ 
gregation  erupted  with  uproar¬ 
ious  laughter  as  they  thought 
about  having  a  prayer  time  tor 
Mrs.  Ella  Vator.  I,  too,  sat  there 
shaking  me  head  laughing  and 
enjoying  the  moment.  1  thought 
about  what  a  special  thing  this 
congregation  had  and  what  sig¬ 
nificant  lessons  were  found  m 
such  an  unusual  moment. 

For  one  thing,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  Baptist  folks  are  think¬ 
ing  right.  The  folks  in  the  choir 
were  thinking  about  the  needs 
of  people  in  the  congregation. 
The  pastor,  who  did  not  under¬ 
stand  what  they  were  talking 
about,  was  poised  to  pray,  even 
though  he  did  not  know  Mrs. 
Vator  and  wras  not  aw'are  of  all 
the  circumstances  in  her  life. 

What  a  good  thing  it  would 
be  if  all  of  God's  people  had  a 
deep  sensitivity  built  around 
"care  and  prayer"  for  others.  As 
the  congregation  joined  in 
singing  the  next  hymn,  I  chuck¬ 
led  two  or  three  times  during 
the  song  as  1  thought  about, 
"What  if  he  had  started  pray¬ 
ing?"  I  could  just  hear  it :  '*Dear 
Lord,  although  I  do  not  know 


Mrs.  Ella,  I  know  that  you 
know  her  needs  and  are  abfe  to 
take  care  of  every  burden  she 
bears."  While  that  did  not  hap¬ 
pen,  l  am  confident  that  God 
could  have  dealt  with  that 
praver  far  better  than  he  can 
deal  with  our  "prayerlessness!" 

How  manv  times  are  there 
real  needs,  of  real  people,  that 
God  could  really  take  care  of, 
and  vet  wre  do  not  pra\!  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
better  for  us  to  occasionally 
prav  for  a  Mrs.  Ella  Vator  than 
to  miss  the  opportunities  of 
praver  for  the  great  needs  we 
overlook. 

Another  precious  truth  that  l 
saw  in  that  experience  was  how 
important  it  is  that  we  handle 
each  other's  deficiencies  gently.  I 
have  seen  times  in  churches 
when  some  of  the  saints  could 
be  critical  of  the  pastor  not 
understanding  w'hat  was  being 
said.  I  have  seen  folks  who  have 
taken  occasion  such  as  that  to 
express  their  own  critical  nature 
—  but  it  wasn't  so  at  that  church, 
with  those  folks,  and  that  pastor! 
He,  they,  and  I  all  laughed  with 
delight  when  he  said  that  he  was 
about  to  have  a  special  prayer 
for  Mrs.  Ella  Vator. 

Mavbe  it  wras  that  kind  of 
moment,  and  certainly  many 
others,  that  the  apostle  Paul 
was  referring  to  in  Eph.  4:32 
when  he  said,  "Be  ve  kind  one 


to  another,  tenderhearted..."  All 
of  us,  with  no  exclusions,  have 
deficiencies.  We  may  not  hear 
as  well  as  others,  or  enunciate 
as  well  as  we  ought,  or  move  as 
fast  as  the  next  person,  or  sing 
as  pretty  as  someone  else,  but 
oh  what  a  blessing  it  is  when 
w'e  have  relationships  and  live 
in  fellowships  that  can  deal 
with  those  things  "lightly."  It 
not  only  makes  life  enjoyable 
but  it  demonstrates,  in  a  living 
way,  the  grace  of  our  wonder¬ 
ful,  loving,  and  accepting  Lord. 

One  other  special  truth  I  saw' 
lived  out  in  that  moment  was 
the  great,  reoccurring  theme  in 
the  New  Testament:  we  are  to 
help  one  another.  We  are  the 
booy  of  Christ  and  when  one 
member  of  the  body  needs 
help,  the  Lord  has  put  others 
there  to  provide  a  lift.  In  Gal. 
6:1,  the  Scripture  says,  "If  any 
man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye 
which  are  spiritual,  restore 
such  a  one."  It  is  fairly  easy  to 
analyse  and  evaluate  such  "a 
one.*'  It  is  easy  to  tell  why  they 
shouldn't  have  stumbled,  or 
faltered,  or  failed,  but  the 
Scripture  instructs  us  to  help 
them,  and  restore  them,  for  that 
is  the  Christ-like  thing  to  do. 

In  time,  I  am  confident  that 
no  one  who  was  in  that  worship 
service  w  ill  remember  the  songs 
that  were  sung,  the  prayers  that 
were  prayed,  or  the  sermon  that 
I  preached,  but  probably  for 
vears  to  come  they  will  remem¬ 
ber  the  prayertime  we  almost 
had  for  Mrs.  Ella  Vator.  That's 
OK,  because  if  they  were 
touched  as  I  was  in  that  experi¬ 
ence,  then  they  are  better  peo¬ 
ple  for  it  —  closer  to  the  Lord 
and  more  mature  in  their  faith. 

It  might  not  hurt  more  of  us 
to  put  on  our  prayer  list  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Ella  Vator! 


— Tm:  Baptist  Ri  cord 


Deadline 
nearing  for 
nominations 

The  December  1  deadline 
for  submitting  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  the  position  of  exec¬ 
utive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  (CAC)  is 
less  than  a  week  away,  and 
search  committee  chairman 
Bill  Hardin,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Picayune,  reiterated 
that  recommendations  must 
be  received  by  the  close  of 
business  on  deadline  day. 

The  CAC  is  the  ethics  and 
moral  values  agency  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention.  Paul  G.  Jones  II 
of  Clinton  retired  August  18 
after  serving  as  CAC  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer  for 
nearly  1 8  years. 

Hardin  pointed  out  that  in 
order  to  meet  the  December  1 
deadline,  recommendations 
should  be  faxed  or  e-mailed  to 
his  attention.  Hardin's  fax  num¬ 
ber  is  (601 )  798-5040,  and  his 
e-mail  address  is ,  fbepiepas- 
tor@datastar.net.  For  more 
information,  Hardin  can  be 
contacted  at  (601)  798-4886. 


Love  of  Christians  drawing  Han  to  Christ 


BEIJING,  China  (BP)  —  "Yes,  I  will 
believe  in  Jesus,  too." 

'  Their  faces  are  eager,  their  nods  compli¬ 
ant.  The  message  interests  them;  they  listen 
"y  On  the  surface,  what  speaker 
:or  more?  The  word  "too/'  how- 


could 

ever,  is  the  zinger  that  breaks  Eve  Hunt's 
heart  as  she  emerges  from  conversations 
about  Christ  with  tne  Han  people  of  China. 

Tragically,  the  response  signifies  that 
these  with  whom  she  lives  are  merely  will¬ 
ing  to  add  the  one  and  only  true  God  to 
their  "collection  of  idols  on  their  'god 
shelves'  in  their  homes,"  says  Hunt  (not  ner 
real  name).  Among  these  people,  she  hears 
"no  comprehension  that  when  Jesus  enters 
the  heart  of  a  person,  there  is  no  need, 
room,  or  allowance  for  false  gods." 

This  heartbreak  has  prompted  Hunt  to 
plant  her  life  for  almost  two  decades 
among  the  Han  people,  who  comprise  93% 
of  China’s  1.3  billion  population.  She  does 
this  with  the  goal  that  many  millions  of 
them  will  come  to  know  Christ  as  Savior. 
Currently  less  than  5%  do. 

Hunt  grieves  as  she  sees  young  profes¬ 
sionals,  families  with  children,  and  scores 
of  others  pour  into  Buddhist  temples  to 
burn  incense  to  the  false  gods,  calling  it 
"heart-breaking  beyond  anything  that  can 
be  expressed.” 

Still  others  of  the  Han  tell  Hunt,  "We 
were  taught  to  believe  in  nothing."  She 
says  she  routinely  talks  to  taxi  drivers,  chil¬ 
dren,  students,  and  others  who  have  never 
heard  the  name  of  Jesus,  yet  many  are 
searching  for  some  meaning  in  life.  Besides 
atheism  and  Buddhism,  other  religions  of 
the  Han  are  ancestor  worship,  Taoism, 
Confucianism,  and  materialism. 

"Christians  must  act  now  to  point  those 
who  were  raised  in  a  spiritual  void  to  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God  through  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  she  says.  "Apart  from  Christ,  there  is 
no  other  hope  for  these  beautiful  people." 

S  "Beautiful  people"  is 
a  term  that  readily 
flows  off  Hunt's  tongue 
and  straight  from  ner 
heart,  as  she  describes 
her  sense  of  enmesh- 
ment  with  the  Chinese, 
w'ho  represent  the 
world's  oldest  surviv¬ 
ing  culture. 

Upon  moving  to  East 
Asia,  she  spent  the  first 
several  years  in  lan¬ 
guage  study,  an  invest¬ 
ment  she  will  never 
regret.  As  she  pro¬ 
gressed  from  "survival 
conversation"  to  fluency, 
"I  realized  how  closely 
mv  understanding  of  the 
people  was  wed  to  mv 
ability  to  both  speak  and 
comprehend  their  moth¬ 
er  tongue." 

Now,  she  prefers  to 
sing  many  hymns  and 
choruses  in  Chinese 
"because  they  just  com¬ 
municate  better  that 
way." 

Hunt  has  fit  into 
Chinese  society  so  thor¬ 
oughly  that  she  routinely  follows  such  tra¬ 
ditions  as  removing  her  shoes  before  enter¬ 
ing  a  home,  drinking  soup  straight  from  the 
bowl,  or  giving  red  envelopes  at  Chinese 
New'  Year's.  Hunt  says  this  culture  "has 
become  my  own  because  of  (Christ's)  love." 

Despite  Hunt's  love  and  accessibility, 
huge  barriers  prevent  her  adopted  petiole 
from  accepting  the  message  of  Christ.  The 
largest  barrier  is  fear,  and  not  without 
cause,  she  says. 


Loving  the  Lost 


WMk  of  Prayar  for 
International  Missions 
and 

International  Mission  Study 

Novambar  28- December  5, 1999 

Lottia  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

Offering  goal:  $12S  million 


SEARCHING  —  Five 
decades  of  communist  rule 
have  left  many  Han  Chinese 
empty  and  searching  for 
meaning  in  life.  The  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions  helps 
purchase  evangelistic  materi¬ 
als,  build  structures  used  for 
decades  of  ministry,  and  fund 
programs  that  train  young 
Chinese  Christian  leaders. 
(IMB  photo) 


LOST  MILLIONS  —  Hundreds  of  millions  of  Han  Chinese  are  spiritually  lost,  and  most 
have  never  heard  that  Jesus  can  deliver  them  from  the  power  of  sin  and  death.  Many  still 
would  be  reluctant  to  trust  Christ  because  their  communist  government  is  officially  atheis¬ 
tic  and  their  families  would  reject  them.  Though  churches  in  China  are  growing  rapidly,  the 
Han  remain  the  largest  unreached  people  group  in  the  world.  (IMB  photo) 


Because  the  Chinese  government  is  athe-  Hunt's  work  with  the  Han  involves  cre- 
istic,  a  degree  of  risk  is  involved  in  public  ating  opportunities  for  volunteers  who  are 
spiritual  activities.  (The  Communist  Party  burdened  for  the  needs  of  China.  She  places 
teaches  that  religion  is  unnecessary  and  full-time  teachers  and  other  Christian  ser- 
that  the  state  or  government  is  paramount.)  vice  professionals  within  the  country. 

Even  those  attending  registered  churches  Some  of  her  volunteer  placements 
may  be  surveyed  and  experience  complica-  include  medical,  music,  sports,  cultural 
tions  related  to  their  livelihood  or  families,  exchange  and  prayerwalk  teams,  agricul- 
Those  attending  unregistered  churches  tural  advisors,  health  educators,  and 
may  feel  more  serious  forms  of  persecution.  English  teachers.  These  serve  alongside 
for  example.  Hunt  says  one  college  pro-  Christian  teachers,  businessmen  and  other 
fessor's  hair  turned  white  almost  overnight  professionals  who  live  and  work  in  China 
from  trauma  after  her  colleagues  learned  she  on  a  more  permanent  basis  and  alongside 
was  a  Christian  and  immediately  accused  her  Chinese  Christians  and  churches  as  much 
of  breaching  school  policy.  Afthough  their  as  possible. 

attacks  w'ere  unsubstantiated,  the  woman  still  Hunt  says  she  daily  sees  byproducts  of 
lost  her  department  chairmanship.  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

Amazingly,  bitterness  never  infests  per-  (LMCO)  for  International  Missions,  named 
secuted  Christians  like  this  woman.  Hunt  for  Lottie  Moon,  Hunt's  famous  predeces- 
attests.  Months  later,  she  reflected  on  how  sor  among  the  Han,  who  served  100  years 
much  God  had  taught  her  during  the  ago  in  Shantung  province, 
ordeal,  she  says.  Beyond  routine  financial  support  that 

Overcoming  that  fear  involves  "getting  the  allows  her  to  give  herself  fully  to  ministry, 
Bible  into  the  hands  of  a  seeker  or  believer.  Hunt  says  LMCO  funds  purchase  evange- 
The  Holy  Spirit,  working  in  combination  with  listic  materials,  build  structures  used  tor 
the  Word  of  God,  will  do  the  rest, '  she  sav’s.  decades  of  ministry,  and  fund  programs 
Although  Westerners  ser\  ing  in  China  that  train  young  Chinese  leaders.  Recently, 
must  take  care  not  to  take  the  initiative  in  Hunt  hand-carried  relief  funds  into  a  major 
sharing  God's  truth,  they  may  freely  respond  central  China  citv. 

to  questions  posed.  That  makes  for  some  "ere-  I  always  feel  so  grateful  to  Southern 
ative  conversation,  undergirded  by  prayer,"  Baptists,  so  desirous  to  represent  them  well 
that  will  elicit  queries.  Home  province,  fami-  and  so  totally  accountable  to  the  Father," 
ly,  occupation,  and  schooling  are  all  good  she  says. 

conversational  starting  points.  Hunt  says.  The  Christian  church  in  China  has  expe- 

On  a  recent  trip  to  a  college  campus,  a  rienced  tremendous  growth,  with  house 
woman  approached  Hunt  and  asked  if  she  churches  multiplying  and  registering  daily, 
believed  God  exists.  Sensing  God's  direct  vet  the  Han  remain  the  largest  unreached 
activity,  Hunt  spoke  with  tne  woman  on  people  group  in  the  world, 
spiritual  matters  for  about  seven  minutes.  Reaching  this  vast  lostness  is  clearly  not 
snaring  about  God’s  plan  of  salvation  and  a  job  for  one  determined.  Spirit-filled 
the  difference  Christ  makes.  woman  alone. 

Although  others  imposed  themselves  She  prays  that  scores  of  U.S.  churches  and 

into  the  conversation  and  Hunt  had  to  groups  will  be  led  to  adopt - ^ — 

drop  the  dialogue,  she  believes  the  woman  ner  "beautiful  people"  of  East  Jhe. 
heard  the  truth  and  responded  in  that  brief,  Asia  to  the  end  that  the  Han 
one-time  encounter,  which  is  typical  of  will  experience  adoption  as  ****  a 
many  she  experiences.  the  children  of  God.  1999  / 
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1999  FamiUj  Celebration  of  Christmas 

Guidelines  for  Use 


The  Christmas  season  is  such  an  important  time  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  the  individual 
Christian.  Yet,  it  seems  to  be  increasingly  more  difficult  for  families  to  focus  on  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas. 

In  an  effort  to  assist  families  and  churches  as  they  try  to  keep  Christ  in  Christmas,  the  Family 
Celebration  of  Christmas  plan  has  been  developed. 

Below  are  the  first  two  in  a  series  of  devotionals  for  the  Family  Celebration  of  Christmas.  The 
others  will  follow  in  the  next  issue  of  Housetops. 

Your  church  has  already  received  in  its  October  Light  Packet  a  set  of  the  devotionals  ready  for 
photo  copying. 

For  your  own  complete  set  of  these  devotionals,  you  may  phone  Peggy  Powell  at  601  -292-3299, 
or  1-800-748-1651. 

We  hope  these  will  enrich  families  as  they  seek  to  keep  Christ  at  the  center  of  the  Christmas 
season. 


PHEP/iHATlON 


Fourth  Sunday  Before  Christmas  -  November  28 

Wreath .  If  using  a  wreath,  light  one  of  the  purple  candles. 


Third  Sunday  Before  Christmas 
December  5 

Wreath.  If  using  a  wreath,  light  the  purple 
candle  that  you  lit  last  week  and  also  a  second 
purple  one. 


Have  a  family  member  read  Isaiah  40:3  and  Malachi  3:1 


. — Isaiah,  writing  700  years  before  John's  birth,  and  Malachi,  writing 

500  years  before  his  birth,  both  described  his  ministry.  It  was  he 
who  would  call  people  to  repentance,  and  who  would  help  them  realize  that  they  needed  to 
prepare  their  hearts  to  receive  Jesus. 

John's  was  not  an  easy  task.  We  humans  do  not  like  being  told  that  we  have  sinned 
and  are  in  need  of  repentance.  John  suffered  and  eventually  gave  his  life  rather  than  deny 
the  truth. 


Have  a  family  member  read  Psalm  23 


Although  we  are  very  familiar  with  this  beautiful  psalm,  we  do  not  think  of  it  as 
being  particularly  relevant  to  the  coming  of  The  Lord's  Anointed  One.  Devout  Jews,  how 
ever,  knew  that  it  spoke  of  the  Shepherd  in  Isaiah  40:1 1 ,  and  were  used  to  thinking  of  a 
shepherd  as  a  picture  of  God  and  His  Salvation. 


Have  a  family  member  read  Matthew  3:1-3  and  1 1 :7-1 1 


Have  a  family  member  read  John  10:1-18,  27-29 


When  we  think  of  preparing  for  Christmas,  we  think  of  getting  a  Christmas  tree,  dec¬ 
orating  our  homes  and  yards,  buying  or  making  gifts,  having  parties,  and  making  Christmas 
goodies.  But  the  Advent  season  really  begins  with  the  call  of  John  the  Baptist.  Repent,  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand!  If  we  sometimes  feel  a  little  letdown  after  Christmas,  it  could 
be  that  we  have  never  prepared  our  hearts  for  His  coming  in  the  first  place. 

The  Advent  season  is  a  time  of  introspection,  in  which  we  search  our  hearts  and 
begin  to  prepare  a  way  for  the  Lord.  Its  traditional  color  is  purple,  which  symbolizes  kingship, 
and  also  penitence. 

In  our  joy  at  the  coming  of  the  Christ  Child,  let  us  not  forget  what  He  did  not  forget: 
that  His  coming  was  not  only  to  be  with  us  here  on  earth,  but  also  to  bring  about  our  reconcili¬ 
ation  with  God.  Thanks  be  to  God' 

Wiahe.  Work  with  your  children  to  create  a  figure  of  John  the  Baptist  out  of  J 
Piay-Doh  or  clay.  Place  the  figure  near  your  nativity  set  to  remind  you  and  your  familv 
John's  Message. 

SlYl^  OCome  All  Ye  Faithful #89  (Baptist  Hymnal).  Sing  as  many  hymns  as  you  like! 

Frau,  thanking  God  for  His  gift  o<  allowing  us  to  make  our  hearts  ready  for  Him 


In  this  beautiful  passage,  Jesus  is  saying  several  things  to  us.  First,  He  loves 
us.  He  takes  care  of  us.  even  to  the  point  of  being  ready  to  die  for  us.  Second,  if  we  are 
His  sheep,  we  will  follow  and  obey  Him.  If  we  belong  to  Him,  we  will  never  die,  and  noth 
ing  will  ever  separate  us  from  Him.  Third.  He  is  the  Shepherd  who  was  spoken  of  in  Old 
Testament  scripture.  This  point  is  subtle  and  not  very  obvious  to  us.  but  the  Jews  under 
stood  it  well  enough.  In  verses  19-21  of  this  chapter,  we  see  that  some  of  the  Jewish 
leaders  were  angry  that  Jesus  would  dare  to  say  such  things.  He  had  the  right  to  say 
them  because  He  was  who  he  said  He  was. 

JYLake.  Work  with  your  children  to  create  a  picture  of  a  shepherd  with  his 
sheep.  Use  torn  scraps  of  construction  paper  or  cotton  balls  to  give  the  sheep  texture. 
Display  the  picture  where  you  will  see  it  to  remind  you  of  Jesus'  role  as  our  Shepherd. 


Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  L/s#61  (Baptist  Hymnal)  .  Also,  sing 


some  Christmas  carois  together 


rrau.  thanking  God  for  sending  His  Shepherd  to  save  us  from  our  sins,  and 
for  loving  and  watching  over  us  every  day. 


* 
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for  Church  Organists  and  Pianists 


Purpose:  to  provide  skill  development  in  service  playing  and  accompanying  for  church  organists  and  pianists 
_ _  who  serve  as  worship  leaders. 


Our  special  guests  are  composers  and 
arrangers  of  church  music 
for  organists  and  pianists.  Their  music 
will  be  available  for  purchase. 


Organ 


Piano 


Professor  of  Music  and  Organist 
Union  University,  Jackson,  Tenn. 


Minister  of  Music 
FBC,  Franklin,  Ky. 


A  registration  form  with  more  information  will  be  mailed  in  January. 
The  non-refundable  registration  fee  is  $20  for  each  participant. 


°  “NEW  AGE”  O' 


PROGRAM  PERSONALITIES 


R.  Phillip  Roberts 

V.P.,  Strategic  Cities  Strategy  Group 
N.A.M.B.,  Alpharetta,  Ga. 

Former  director  of  Interfaith  Evangelism  Division, 
N.A.M.B. 

Jimmy  Furr 

Regional  Director 
Interfaith  Evangelism,  N.A.M.B. 

Mt.  Juliet,  Tenn. 

David  Grumbach 

Pastor 

Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church 
Petal,  Miss. 


Greg  O’Neal 

Minister  of  Music 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church 
Madison,  Miss. 


rW 


2000  INTERFAITH 
EVANGELISM 

CONFERENCE 

January  21, 2000 
5:45- 11:45  a.m. 

Ridgecrest  BC 
Madison 


SCHEDULE 


8:45  a.m . Ed  Deuschle 

Program  Interpretation 

8:50 . . . Greg  O’Neal 

Pr#)iQP 

9:00  . Phil  Roberts 

“ Doing  Evangelism  Outside  the  Choir” 

The  challenge  of  religious  pluralism  in  America 

9:30 . Greg  O’Neal 

Praise 

9:35 . David  Grumbach 

The  Power  of  the  Gospel” 

10:05 . Greg  O’Neal 

Praise 

10:15 . Jimmy  Furr 

“New  Age  and  Your  Community” 

(a  study  of  the  New  Age  Movement) 

11:00  . . Greg  O’Neal 

Praico 

11:10 . Phil  Roberts 

“Discerning  the  Spirit” 

(Practicing  Biblical  Perception  in  the  21st  Century) 

11:40 . Ed  Deuschle 

Conclusion 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Evangelism  Department,  MBCB,  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


“Finding  Us  Faithful  As  Seniors” 

Senior  Adult  Retreats ,  Gulf  shore  Baptist  Assembly 


State  Singles  Retreat 

Gulf  shore  Baptist  Assembly 
May  27-29 

(A-Unit  $92.80;  C-Unit  $85.50) 


•  Mission  trips  to  New  Orleans 

and  foreign  ships 

•  Conferences 

•  Jamboree 

•  Worship 

•  Fun  trips 

•  Seafood  banquet 

•  Night  swimming 

•  T-shirt  (reservation  by  May  1) 


“T.K.  &  Co.” 

Brentwood,  Tenn. 


Cindy  Still 

Missouri  Singles 
Consultant 


£ 

w 

i 

i 

Senior  Adult  1  Retreat 
May  15-17  ($86.50) 

Choir:  FBC,  Brandon 
Woman’s  Conference: 

Rhonda  Kelly,  New  Orleans 


Senior  Adult  II  Ret  re  at 

May  18-20  ($86.50) 

Choir:  Clarksdale  BC,  Clarksdale 
Woman’s  Conference 


Chuck  Kelley 

President 
New  Orleans  Baptist 
Seminary 


Eugene  Dobbs 

Retired 
Executive  Assistant 
MBCB 


Senior  Adult  III  Retreat 

May  22-26  ($155.50) 

Choir:  Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada 
Woman’s  Conference: 


Landrum  P.  Leavell  III 

Retired  President 


Jo  Ann  Leavell,  Wichita  Falls,  Tex. 


New  Orleans 
Baptist  Seminary 


Conferences  on  depression,  humor,  “Share  Jesus  Without  Fear,”  health,  “Journey  of  Faith” 
Join  us  for  the  seafood  banquet;  ice  cream  fellowships,  and  much  more. 

Register  after  March  1.  Call  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  Miss.,  1-228-452-7261 


What  is  it? 

For  over  35  years  Baptists  in 
Mississippi  have  enjoyed 
sending  new  suits  to  the  pas¬ 
tors  in  new  work  areas.  This 
is  our  way  of  letting  the 
Southern  Baptist  pastors  in 
these  areas  of  Southern 
Baptist  life  know  that  we  care 
about  and  support  them  in 
their  work.  This  year  we  are 
assisting  pastors  in  the 
Nevada  and  New  England  Conventions. 

What  can  you,  do? 

Men's  Ministries  groups,  individuals, 
churches,  etc.,  can  send  their  gifts  payable  to: 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Attention:  Men's  Ministry  Department 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

costx  J130  j>er  suit 

Designate  your  check:  "Suit  Project" 


P'uny,  t&l*  Ioa....  November  26  -  December  9 , 1999 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


'  Wake  Tip  'Thought-,  morning  by  morning.  0  Tort,  you  hear  my 
Voice.  morning  by  morning  I  lay  my  requests  before  you  ant  Wait  in 
expectation .  'Psalm  5.3 

The  Barahaig  of  Tanzania  are 
herdsmen.  When  a  chDd  is  bom 
the  family  starts  to  prepare  a  herd 
of  cattle  to  support  him  or  her.  If  a 
young  man  wants  to  marry,  he 
must  have  cattle  to  support  his 
family,  and  to  pay  the  bride  price 
for  his  bride.  Pray  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  lead  them  to  the  Good 
Shepherd  who  cares  for  them. 

Pray  for  the  French  Baptists  as  they 
give  themselves  in  fasting  and 
prayer  for  the  salvation  of  their 
countrymen.  Ask  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
work  among  them  as  believers  live 
out  the  gospel  all  across  France. 

|  #  j 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for 

International  Missions,  Nov.  28- 
Dec.  5.  (WMU)  Pray  that  much 
emphasis  will  be  ghen  to  prayer 
for  missions,  missionaries,  and 
International  Mission  Board  who 
sponsors  this  week. 

Pray  for  Impact  Northeast-lanuary 
2000-2007.  This  is  a  new  pattern 
of  regional  partnership  missions 
linking  a  multi-state  convention 
strategy  to  impact  the  largest 
unchurched  population  in  the  U.S. 
Partners  indude  Al,  MD/Def,  MS, 
NC,  TN,  TX,  VA,  and  Northeast 
State  Conventions 

Pray  for  the  Metropolitan  Harvest 
Team  in  Chile.  One  of  their  goals 
is  to  involve  1,000  Chileans  in 
praying  for  revival  and  spiritual 
awakening  among  Chilean  believ¬ 
ers. 

Pray  for  the  members  of  a  Baptist 
Church  in  a  coastal  dty  of 

Indonesia  that  have  been  forbidden 
to  hold  activities  in  their  buildmg 
which  has  been  closed  and  sealed 
by  local  officials.  Pray  for  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  members  to  be  strength¬ 
ened  in  their  faith. 

Pray  for  a  single  woman  and  a  fam- 
Dy  from  the  United  States  who  wM 
be  going  to  Mongolia  in  the  spring 
of  2000.  Ask  God  to  prepare  them 
for  the  spiritual  battle  they  wil  face 
as  they  go  to  Mongolia. 

Ed  Bryan,  III,  is  assoriabonal  mis¬ 
sionary  for  Green  River  and 
Overthrust  Baptist  Associations  in 
Keemerer,  WY.  pray  for  six  pastor¬ 
less  churches  in  the  two  associa¬ 
tions.  pray  for  Ed  as  he  leads. 

Pray  for  the  "Meeting  Man  to 

Man"  raly,  a  national  men's  out¬ 
reach,  Dec  3-4  in  Suriname.  The 
management  of  the  sports  hall 
where  2,000  men  will  meet  has 
decided  to  reduce  the  rental  price 
by  50%.  Also  a  Christian  business 
man  has  offered  to  cover  the  cost 
of  the  rental. 

Several  teams  of  colege  students 
will  be  visiting  university  campuses 
in  China  this  Christmas  season  for 
the  purpose  of  cultural  exchange, 
pray  that  as  the  American  colege 
students  share  about  their  home 
culture  and  team  about  the 

Chinese  culture,  they  will  have 
opportunities  to  share  Christ 

Foreign  Missions  Day  in  Sunday 
School  (SA  Emphasis).  Pray  for 
Carol  Song,  who  was  led  to  the 

Lord  by  BSU  workers  in 
Warrenshurj^  MO.  She  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Taipei,  Taiwan,  where  she 
works  for  World  Vision.  She  is  try¬ 
ing  to  witness  to  her  parents  who 
are  devote  Buddhists. 

Missionary  Kris  Rif^,  in  Niger,  will 
attend  a  meeting  in  the  U.S.  in 
December  for  the  purpose  of  link¬ 
ing  up  with  churches  adopting  the 
hj he  Gorgabe  people.  Commit  to 
pray  for  their  salvation  and  possfety 
send  out  volunteers.  Ask  God  to 
call  out  specific  churches  to  adopt 
the  Fulbe  Gorgabe  people. 

Bruce  Day  is  a  church  and  com¬ 
munity  ministries  missionary  serv¬ 
ice  as  director  of  a  Baptist  center  in 
Rome,  Ga.  Pray  for  the  newest 
ministries,  which  are  the  Respite 
Care  teams,  and  the  Literacy 
Missions  Ministries.  Pray  for  his 
mother  who  lives  with  them  and 
has  Alzheimer's. 

For  several  years,  the  Nigerian 

Baptist  Convention  has  been 
involved  in  "Operation  Reach  AD," 
with  a  goal  of  spreading  the  gospel 
to  every  people  group  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Pray  that  die  Lord  will  lead 
them  to  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of 
the  Manga  and  Ngara  peoples  in 
Yobe  state. 

i — .  .  .  — --  -  .  u -X 

Take  a  moment  to  send  a  card  to  encourage  the  children  of  our  missionaries! 


21-97 

MR.  CALEB  HOLYFIELD 

Missionary  Learning  Center,  16492  MLC  Lane 

Rockville,  VA  23 146 

Parents:  Michael  &  Patricia.  Church  Planting 
SERVE  IN  CENTRAL  &  EASTERN  EUROPE 


4-78 

MR.  JOSHUA  METTS 

Oklahoma  Baptist  University 

Box  61174,  500  W.  University 

Shawnee.  OK  74801-2590 

Parents:  Joe.  Jr.  &  Angela,  General  Evangelism 

SERVE  IN  DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 


22-86 

MR.  BENJAMIN  BAILEY 

Box  GUA  746,  8424  NW  56th  St.,  Miami.  FL  33166 
Parents:  Alvin  &  Elizabeth,  Music  Ministrx 
SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA 


5-93 

MISS  MELEAH  PEACOCK 
6  Glenhill  Crescent,  Cochrane,  Alberta 
TUL  0W3 CANADA 

Parents:  Kevin  &  Brenda,  Theological  Education 


26-89 

MISS  HANNAH  RAY 

Box  3369.  320005  Dnipropetrovsk-5,  UKRAINE 
Parents:  Mic  hael  &  Linda.  Religious  Education 


8-84 

MISS  EMILY  SMITH 

Apartado  207,  Huaraz.  PERU 
Parents:  Steve  &  Vidonia  Smith 
Evangelism  &  Church  Planting 


29-84 

MR.  NEIL  GREEN 

1 19  Autumn  Trail,  Columbus.  OH  39701 
Parents:  Algie  &  Emily.  General  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  WESTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA 


13-82 

MR.  SCOTT  COREY 

7336  Anela  Place.  Diamondhead.  MS  39520 
Parents:  Charles  <£  Patricia.  Field  Personnel  Assistance 


15-92 

MISS  MOLLY  CROCKER 

500  Forest  Avenue  North.  Fort  Payne.  AL  35967 
Parents:  George  <i  Ginger.  Sports  Evangelism 
SERVE  IN  WESTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA 


MR.  JOSHUA  RACE) 

Gulf  Coast  Jr.  College.  Gulfport.  MS  39501 

Parents:  Michael  S.  Annette 

SERVE  IN  WESTERN  SOUTH  AMERICA 


Lost  generation'  in  Russia  difficult  to  reach 

KHABAROVSK,  Russia  (BP)  —  The  that  is  missing  in  Russian  Baptist  churches,  the  most.  After  six  months  of  trvine  tc 
chestra  members  are  highly  skilled  in  These  individuals  often  remember  their  build  relationships,  one  young  lady  told 
usical  knowledge  —  trained  to  use  their  parents  being  Orthodox  Christians  and  me  thaf  evervnne  w-ic  erarprl  nf  mo 


sian  listeners, 

but  for  at  least  ML 

one  of  them,  the 

most  crucial  M 

knowledge  in 

all  the  world  —  jMi:,/:-. 

the  awareness  of 
Jesus  as  Savior 
—  eludes  her. 

have  to 
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ments  like  this 

repeated  in  the  RUSSIAN  SYMBOL  —  St.  Basil's  Cathedral  in 
world  of  secular  Moscow's  Red  Square  symbolizes  both  Russia's  historic 
atheism  in  Christian  tradition  and  a  powerful  religious  bureaucracy 
which  she  has  working  to  exert  control  in  post-communist  Russia, 
planted  her  life  SeventY  years  of  communism  created  a  "lost  generation" 


Jesus  Christ 


‘Requests  the  Honort 
of  Jour  ‘Presence  L 
in  Pfeaven!  11 


religion,  but  mer  communist  stronghold  is  exemplified  by 
usually  do  not  the  high  security  in  her  14-story  apartment 
own  Bibles  building.  Her  floor  is  separated  from  the  stair- 
themselves  way  by  a  metal  gate,  with  seven  apartments 
now.  inside.  Beyond  that,  her  apartment  nas  a  thick 

The  children  metal  door,  even  though  she  knows  her 
of  this  40-  and  neighbors,  many  of  whom  are  grandmothers. 
50-year-old  cat-  She  looks  for  situations,  even  awkward 
egory  represent  ones,  that  provide  brief  chances  for  witness- 
the  group  with  ing.  Being  stopped  by  traffic  police  can 
whom  Robbins  prompt  their  question  to  her  of  "Why  are 
works  most  fre-  you  living  in  Russia?"  and  thus  her  explana- 
quently  in  her  Hon.  A  disabled  car  allows  Robbins  to  open 
women's  min-  a  conversaHon  with  the  repair-shop  owner 
istry  in  church-  about  her  work  as  a  missionary.  Jehovah’s 
es  throughout  Witnesses  who  run  the  lot  where  she  parks 
the  Far  East.  her  car  try  to  engage  her  in  debate  about 
She  minis-  their  beliefs.  "Instead  of  debating,  I  try  to 
ters  to  young  focus  on  what  Jesus  did  and  His  Godness,"' 
women  who  Robbins  says.  (Jehovah’s  Witnesses  do  not 
have  nonbe-  believe  that  Jesus  is  God.) 
lieving  hus-  A  car  for  her  ministry  and  copies  of  Bible 
bands  or  non-  studies  for  use  with  women  —  as  well  as  the 
believing  par-  salary  that  lets  her  give  her  full  attendon  to 
ents,  a  concern  witness  and  ministry  —  are  some  tangible 
that  "weighs  benefits  Robbins  experiences  from  the  Lottie 
most  heavily  on  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Intemadonal 
their  hearts.”  Missions.  A  continuing  need  is  a  Russian-lan- 
she  says.  The  guage  publishing  house  in  the  Far  East,  since 
women  in  pastors  and  churches  are  "begging  for  mate- 
churches  began  rials"  often  available  in  the  Western  part  of 
a  program  they  Russia  but  not  where  she  ministers,  she  says, 
call  "women  of  Her  main  challenges  in  working  with 
prayer,”  where  women  include  maintaining  the  high  degree 
they  meet  regu-  of  interest  about  Christianity  that  swept 
larly  to  pray  for  Russia  inittally  after  communism  fell.  In  those 
their  children  first  few  years,  Russians  told  Robbins,  "’I've 
and  for  the  heard  about  the  Bible,  but  we  want  to  know 
schools  they  more  about  it.’  They  were  really,  really  excit- 
attend  —  espe-  ed.  It  was  a  big  mystery  book  to  them/' 

'  of  drugs  and  She  prays  she'll  inspire  the 

Russian  women  toward  vitali-  .  - — ^ 

f  parents  in  the  ty  in  worship,  so  worship  does 
>  made  life  diffi-  not  succumb  to  habit,  and  can  1 

ter  she  trusted  see  believers  truly  exhibit  the  .qnq  ‘ 
obbins  says.  joy  of  their  salvation. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(/  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  w  ith  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  ( John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 
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unism  fell  in  Fellow  orchestra  members  first  BUSY  PEOPLE  —  Rigorous  schedules,  with  time  constraints  at  every  turn,  pose  a  major 
knew  that  Robbins  was  American,  barrier  to  Russians'  receiving  the  gospel,  says  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Connie  Robbins, 
most  heavily  then  Christtan,  then  Baptist.  "I'm  The  distrust  that  runs  rampant  in  the  former  communist  stronghold  makes  it  difficult  to  devel- 

the  age  gap  not  sure  which  word  scared  them  op  relationships  and  build  trust  with  unbelieving  Russians.  (BP  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 
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Names  in  the  News 


Newhebron  Church,  Little,  deacon  chairman; 

Newhebron,  recently  held  dea-  Charles  Davis,  former  pastor; 
con  ordination  for  Pat  Sutton.  Kathy  Sutton;  Sutton;  and 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Micky  David  Wilkinson,  pastor. 


Sellers  and  Stafford 

Doris  Stafford  was  honored 
for  31  years  of  serv  ice  as  church 
treasurer  of  Carson  Church, 
Carson,  on  Oct.  31.  She 
received  a  plaque  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  and  a  fel¬ 
lowship  and  special  gift  follow¬ 
ing  tne  evening  service. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jimmy 
Sellers,  pastor,  and  Stafford. 


Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Newton, 


Jamie  Anderson  was 

ordained  as  deacon  at 
Friendship  East  Church, 
Charleston,  on  Sept.  24. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  J.  G. 
Thomas,  pastor;  and  Jamie  and 
Lisa  Anderson. 


ordained  David  Boulton  as  new 
deacon  and  voted  in  new  mem¬ 
ber,  Ricky  Rainer,  as  a  deacon. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ricky  and 
Annis  Rainer,  Karen  and  David 
Boulton,  and  Steve  Pouncey, 
pastor. 


Deacon  ordination,  Newhebron  Church,  Newhebron 


Gambling  exerting  'powerful  influence 


By  Beth  Holmes 

CAC  office  manager 


ence  on  Mississippi's  economic  moral  values.  It  proclaims  ever-  settled  by  r 
and  political  systems  increases,  lasting  principles.  It  outlines  the  who  rules  t 
so  does  the  impact  of  gambling  importance  of  loving  God  with  time,  and  a 
on  the  lives  of  individual  citi-  our  whole  hearts  and  our  neigh-  issues  of  lii 
zens.  Participation  in  gambling  bors  as  ourselves.  And  it  gives  priately  seti 
and  the  problem  of  addictive  practical  help  in  enabling  us  to  dice  or  the 
gambling  are  issues  which  con-  reject  wrong  and  choose  right.  God  spc 

front  church  staff  members  and  Tne  moral  ideals  of  the  Bible  and  dence  on  li 
congregants  all  too  frequently.  the  Bible's  insistence  on  obedi-  than  2,500  y< 

Tne  prevalences!  gambling  ence  to  the  will  of  God  are  crucial  prophet  Isai 
as  seemingly  harmless  enter-,  for  our  examination  and  assess-  those  "who 
tainment  for  some  and  as  a  ment  of  any  issue  involving  forget  my  1 
means  of  supporting  one's  fami-  human  behavior,  including  the  spread  a  tab 
ly  for  others  raises  many  ques-  Issue  of  gambling.  Although  the  bowls  of 
tions  among  believers  about  the  Bible  does  not  have  a  direct  com-  Destiny"  (Is 
morality  of  gambling.  Almost  mandment  which  explicitly  pro-  The  deit 

daily  the  Christian  Action  hibits  gambling,  it  does  contain  Fortune  ani 
Commission  finds  itself  some  very  relevant  teachings  pagan  gods 
responding  to  the  question,  which  inform  the  Christian  who  as  symbols 
"Does  the  Bible  really  have  any-  seeks  moral  guidance  on  the  mat-  bad  luck.  T 
thing  to  say  about  gambling?"  ter.  These  teachings  when  looked  was  again 
This  question  is  being  raised  at  collectively,  make  a  powerful  who  trustee 
among  groups  of  believers  in  case  against  gambling  and  chance  rath 
family  settings,  in  Sunday  against  any  view  which  regards  makes  it  cl 
School  classes,  in  various  church  gambling  as  a  trivial  matter,  are  to  "ha 
meetings  —  anywhere  that  Following  is  one  of  the  ways  in  before  me" 
Christians  gather  —  and  seems  which  gambling  violates  a  bibli- 
to  cause  a  great  deal  of  contro-  cal  principle  that  God  has  provid- 
versv  and  leaves  some  people  ed  to  guide  in  our  relationship 
feeling  genuinely  confused.  with  him  and  with  each  other.  Tlw  pump 

Beginning  in'  this  issue,  the  on  Gamblin'. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Gambling  violates  from  The  t. 

Action  Commission  (CAC;  is  the  principle  of  Lordship  Libertn  Ci 
providing  in  four  parts  a  Bible  Southern  Bu 

study  excerpted  from  a  pam-  Obedience  to  the  will  of  God  coat  of  .22  e 
phlet  produced  by  the  Ethics  who  is  our  sovereign  authority  244-2495  to 

and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  pam¬ 
phlet,  entitled  Biblical  Insights 
on  Gambling,  discusses  seven 
biblical  principles  that  build  a 
sound  argument  against  gam¬ 
bling  and  that  should  clarify 
the  moral  aspect  of  gambling 
for  believers. 

The  following  material 


Thomas  and  The  Andersons 


Keith  McGee  recently  surrendered  to  the 
ministry  and  was  licensed  on  No\.  7  at 
Oakdale  Church,  Brandon.  For  three  genera¬ 
tions  now,  the  McGee  family  has  been  active¬ 
ly  engaged  in  the  ministry.  His  grandfather, 
Curtis  McGee,  surrendered  to  preach  in  April, 
1943,  preaching  and  pastoring  for  the  next  47 
years.  His  father,  Wayne  McGee,  is  pastor  of 
Good  Hope  Church,  Leake  County.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Wayne  McGee,  Curtis  McGee, 
Keith  McGee,  and  Gene  Neal,  pastor  of 
Oakdale  Church. 


*•’  Inspire,  Uplift,  and  Bless 
Your  Pastor  this  Christmas! 


SermonSearch  isan  indispensdlterpsiiunpof/SOO  sermons  online' 

1  he  gif!  of  a  subscription  to  SermonSearch  allows  vour  Pastor  access  to  a  wealth 
oLsennon  resources  Mhoursadav 

Pastors  from  all  over  America  tell  us  that  reading  the  words  of  their  Baptist 
colleagues  is  a  blessing  and  an  inspiration  ^  "v 

ser  monSearc  h  is  a  gift  that  savs  Wo 
appreciateallyoudo  A  perfect  gift  from 
a  Sunday  s<  liool  <  las%  or ( hurt  h  \taft 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  -  100° o  FINANCING 

EXPERT  WORK  •  BIG  SAVINGS 

•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  ^  low  as 

•  SUNR00M  n 

•BATH-DEN  1  ••>011 

•  KITCHEN  cYtizPns  1^  I  “  X 

•  CARPORT  DISCOUNT  W  AC 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of  ■. 

crawling  ove'  the  — 

HUMP0  The  solution  is 

a  15-passenqer  van  1?  1  »  — 

&  electric  step 

Call  Tri-Stale  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-3303622 

BUSES'  VANS'  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 


or  more  Information  email  us  at  sermonSeart  IWlnePlace 
or  visit  our  urlrsite  ivtvw  sermnnsom  h  t  om 


Just  for  the  Record 


Baptist  College  News 


Staff  Changes 


West  Ripley  Church, 
Ripley,  honored  Bill  Baker  for 
20  years  of  service.  Benny 
Goolsby  (left)  presented  Baker 
and  his  wife  Becky  (center) 
with  a  plaque  of  appreciation. 

A  Bible  Conference  will  be 
held  at  New  Zion  Church,  Dec. 
3  and  4,  starting  at  6:30  p.m. 
The  church  is  located  on  Old 
Salem  Road,  northeast  of 
Walnut  Grove.  Greg  Renfrow  is 
pastor. 

First  Church,  Terry,  recently 
collected  a  total  of  $1,777.12  for 
its  World  Hunger  Offering 


using  "Rice  Bowl"  banks.  John 
H.  Pace  Jr.  is  pastor. 

The  15th  annual  Singing 
Christmas  Tree  will  be  held  at 
Highland  Church,  Meridian. 
The  dates  and  times  are  Dec.  9, 
7  p.m.;  Dec.  10,  7  p.m.;  Dec.  11, 
4  p.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Dec.  12,  4 
p.m.  and  7  n.m.  For  ticket  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  church  office  at 
(601)  482-0191. 


Stonewall  (Simpson):  Dec 

5;  11  a.m.;  lunch  served  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  service 
Bobby  Jones,  pastor. 


West  Ripley  Church,  Ripley 


RAs  of  First  Church, 
Coldwater,  recently  went  on  a 
campout  at  Camp  Luttrell. 
Patches  were  presented  to  the 
boys  after  completing  their 
grade  level  requirements  from 
the  Campcraft  Workbook.  The 
RA  leaders  are  Steve  Luttrell 
and  Joe  DeLuca. 


Floyd  F.  Higginbotham  has  Nov.  10.  A  native  of 
accepted  the  call  of  the  Franklin  Lanett,  Ala.,  Smith 

Association  to  become  associa-  received  his  education 
tional  director  or  missions.  He  at  William  Carey 
will  begin  on  Dec.  1  and  work  College  and  New 
part-time.  Higginbotham  Orleans  Seminary, 
retired  from  the  active  pas¬ 
torate  on 
Aug.  29,  after 
p  a  s  t  o  r  i  n  g 
several 
churches  in 
the  state.  His 
former  pas- 
t  o  r  a  t  e  s 
include 
Center 
Ridge,  Yazoo 


Law  at  — 

Clinton  and  in 
also  received 
a  master's 
degree  in 
Divinity  at 
New’  Orleans 
Seminary.  His  /■ 
previous 
place  of  ser- 
vice  was 
Summerland 
Church,  Taylorsville 


David  J.  Smith, 

who  served  as  pastor 
for  eight  years  at 
Shiloh  Church, 

Mantachie,  retired  on  L, 
Aug.  22.  He  served 
churches  in  Tennessee, 
Michi 


Buckley 


Pate  and  Green 

Parkway  Church, 

Kosciusko,  has  called  Byron  C. 
Green  (right)  as  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  He  had  previ¬ 
ously  served  as  interim  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  at  Calvary  Church, 
Starkville.  Pictured  with  Green 
is  Joe  M.  Pate,  pastor. 

Clarke  Venable  Memorial 
Church,  Decatur,  has  called 
Stan  Buckley  as  pastor  effec¬ 
tive  Nov.  21.  Buckley  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Mississippi  School  of 


,  gan’ 
and  the  past 

25  years  in 
Mississippi. 
Smith  and 
his  wife  Inez 
are  now' 
making  their 
home  in 
Mooreville, 
Lee  County. 
He  is  avail¬ 
able  for  supply  and  can  be 
reached  at  (662)  680-5603. 


Higginbotham 

Riverside,  Clarksdale;  Branch, 
Morton;  Banner,  Calhoun 
County;  Springdale,  Kosciusko; 
Calvary,  Batesville;  and 
Pleasant  Hill,  Lincoln  County. 


Smith 


Magee's  Creek  Church, 

Jayess,  has  called  Jimmv  T. 
Smith  Jr.  as  pastor  effective 


Ticket  Requests 

There  is  no  charge  for  tickets,  but  the  youth  ministry  would  like 
to  make  our  Singing  Christmas  Tree  a  Giving  Tree  by  requesting 
that  ticket  holders  bring  unwrapped  toys  or  canned  food.  Toys 
will  be  given  to  Meridians  Christmas  Clearing  House  and 
Lauderdale  Baptist  Association  Crisis  Center. 
Preschoolers  will  not  be  admitted  to  protect  the  worship 
EXPERIENCE  .Of  OTHERS. 


Bethesda  Church,  Terry,  has  called  Joe  Wood  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music  and  Trent  Bell  as  youth  minister.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Wood;  Marty  Wilson,  pastor;  and  Bell. 


jood  tytzvs,  meat  Joy! 
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Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Concert  Times 

December  9 
December  10 
December  11 
December  11 
December  12 . 
December  12 


Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Sunday 


igfiland Baptist  Chit 

3400  27 th  Street 
Meridian,  MS  39305 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Tickets  are  honored  until  20  minutes  prior  to  performance. 
For  more  information  call  601 -462-01 91. 


ARTICLE  INCISIVE 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  l)e  printed  to  that  effect. 


Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial 
by  Carl  Wnite  dated  October  28, 
concerning  Halloween.  His 
writing  brought  a  great  deal  of 
light  to  a  bubbling  issue  for  both 
parents  and  children.  I,  also 
remember  the  days  of  child¬ 
hood  and  the  joys  of  "getting 
candy"  which  was  always  the 
intention  of  my  forays  into  the 
neighborhood.  1  did  not  need 
the  historical  background  of  the 
statement  "trick  or  treat,"  since 
filling  my  treat  bag  with  candy 
was  the  only  goal.  That  child¬ 
hood  exercise  soon  elapsed 
around  the  age  of  11  or  12.  It  is 
now  a  cherished  memory. 

The  intention  of  parents  to 
protect  their  children  is  a  noble 
one,  but  I  know  of  no"* small  fry'" 
ghost  or  witch  who  went  from 
"trick  or  treating"  into  occultism 
or  the  Church  of  Satan.  In  truth 
an  alarmist  attitude  of  individu¬ 
als  over  this  point  may  have  the 
reverse  effect  of  making 
Halloween  even  more  intrigu¬ 
ing,  since  it  is  "forbidden." 

As  one  woman  remarked, 
"Adults  sometimes  have  a  way 
of  ruining  childhood."  Indeed! 
Being  "more  than  conquerors" 
will  nelp  us  to  withstand  the 
perceived  and  more  importantly 
the  real  dilemmas  of  our  living.. 

Thanks  again  for  your  article 
—  incisive  in  both  historical,  per¬ 
sonal,  and  spiritual  dimensions. 

Bryant  Barnes,  pastor 

Calvary  Church,  Tupelo 


AGAINST  HALLOWEEN 

Editor: 

What  a  shame  that  a  man  in 
Carl  White's  position  feels  the 
need  to  ridicule  other  Christians 
for  their  personal  convictions 
(Who's  afraid  of  Halloween?, 
Oct.  28  issue).  We  are  called  to 
be  separate  from  the  world.  I  am 
not  "afraid"  as  White  suggests.  I 
simply  see  no  virtue  in  teaching 
my  children  that  begging  candy 
or  tricking  their  neighbors  is  a 
way  to  have  fun,  not  to  mention 
all  of  the  other  evils  that  happen 
on  that  night.  1  see  no  reason  as 
a  Christian  to  become  involved, 
because  we  are  warned  in  1 
Thess.  5:22  to  flee  the  very 
appearance  of  evil. 

Comparing  a  celebration  of 
our  Lord's  birth  to  this  night  is 


like  comparing  rotten  apples  to 
oranges.  We  must  learn  to  live 
peaceably  with  all  men  as  we 
are  called  and  not  condemn  oth¬ 
ers  for  their  personal  convic¬ 
tions  when  they  are  scripturally 
based.  I  have  a  personal  convic¬ 
tion  against  Halloween  and  all 
Satan-related  events.  If  that 
seems  unreal  to  you,  I  am  sorry. 

Sharon  White 

Olive  Branch 


APPRECIATION  FOR  KING 

Editor: 

The  passing  of  Kermit  King  on 
October  31  prompts  me  to  write  a 
word  of  appreciation  for  this 
friend  of  many  and  great  contrib¬ 
utor  to  the  work  of  Southern 
Baptists  as  well  as  Mississippi 
Baptists  in  a  past  generation. 

King  came  to  Mississippi  in 
the  fifties  from  South  Carolina. 
He  served  as  director  of  the  then 
Training  Union  Department. 
(The  name  was  changed  to 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
in  1989.)  He  served  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  for  30  years  before  his  retire¬ 
ment  at  the  end  of  1982.  King  was 
a  firm  believer  in  discipleship 
training,  Bible  Drills,  ana  Senior 
Adult  Ministries.  Early  on,  he 
was  concerned  with  senior  adults 
and  initiated  the  organization  of 
church  clubs  and  provided  for 
senior  adult  weeks  at  Gulfshore. 

King  also  saved  Bible  Drills 
in  Mississippi.  The  Sunday 
School  Board  was  about  to  drop 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelftn 
graders  from  Bible  Drills.  He 
maintained  that  they  would 
continue  to  be  a  part  of  Bible 
Drills  in  Mississippi.  As  a  result 
of  his  efforts  (and  continued 
efforts  of  the  staff  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  and  hundreds  of  volun¬ 
teers  each  year),  Mississippi 
leads  the  convention  in  Bible 
Drill  participation  year  by  year, 
and  especially  in  the  youtn  area. 

We  owe  Kermit  King  a  debt 
of  appreciation  for  his  tremen¬ 
dous  contribution  to  the  work 
of  Mississippi  Baptists  and 
especially  in  nis  area  of  work. 

Those  who  may  want  to 
make  a  contribution  in  his  honor 
may  do  so  by  contacting  the 


MS  Positions  Available 

— 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

Robinwood  Baptist  Church.  Harrison 
County,  Saucier,  MS.  Send  resumes 
to:  Robinwood  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  580,  Saucier,  MS  39574. 

PART-TIME  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY: 

Southside  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
has  an  immediate  opening  for  a  part- 
time  (20  hrs/wk)  financial  secretary. 
Experience  and  computer  skills 
required.  Full  position  description  is 
available.  Pay  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Work  should  lie  inte¬ 
grated  with  active  church  involve¬ 
ment.  Please  contact  Southside  at 
601-372-9161. 

WORSHIP  LEADER/MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC:  Southside  Baptist  Church, 
(ackson,  has  an  opening  for  a  bi-voca- 
tional  Worship  Leader/Minister  of 
Music.  Full  commitment  to  God's 
work  at  Southside  is  required.  Please 
contact  Southside  at  601-372-9161. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Children's 
Village  wnere  a  fund  has  been 
established  in  his  honor. 

Mose  D.  Dangerfield 
Clinton 


BEST  CONFERENCE 
Editor: 

Last  month  my  wife  Geri  and 
I  had  theprivilege  of  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  Global  Impact  Missions 
Conference  at  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon.  As  a  Southern 
Baptist  who  has  been  a  mission¬ 
ary  with  another  organization 
(Wycliffe  Bible  Translators)  for 
over  20  years,  I  have  participat¬ 
ed  in  missions  conferences  in 
many  different  churches  all  over 
the  LJ.S.  This  is  the  best  missions 
conference  1  have  ever  attended. 

As  a  missionary',  one  of  the 
most  positive  features  was  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  con¬ 
tact  we  had  with  the  church 
members.  I  encourage  other 
churches  to  host  a  Global 
Impact  Missions  Conference. 

Harry  J.  Harm 

Philadelphia 


EVERY  AREA  AFFECTED 
Editor: 

Thanks  to  Jim  Futral  for  his 
informative  article  (Directions) 
in  the  November  11  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Record.  He 
addressed  a  result  of  abortion 
which  is  seldom  publicized. 
Recent  government  statistics 
indicate  that  the  U.S.  would  be 
at  zero  population  growth  were 
it  not  for  immigration. 

Every  area  of  society  is  affect¬ 
ed  by  our  regard  for  human  life. 
We  must  stand  firm  to  protect  the 
innocent  and  helpless,  whether  it 
be  from  abortion,  withholding  of 
treatment,  or  euthanasia. 

Joann  Gandy 

Brandon 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 
Featuring  6  to  15  passenger 
vans,  customized  and  panel 
vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson 
(f>01 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 
INTERSTATE  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  is 
reopening  its  request  for  resumes  for  the 
ixrsition  of  executive  director.  Mail 
resumes  to:  Attention  Search 

Committee,  Interstate  Baptist 
Association,  P.O.  Box  19960,  Portland, 
Oregon,  97280-0960. 

FOR  SALE:  1 996  1 5  passenger  Dodge 
Van.  Excellent  condition,  front  and 
rear  AC,  40,000  miles,  $1 5,600.  May 
purchase  extd.  warranty  $1,400.00. 
Phone  662-623-7914. 

FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOME  —  Tallahassee  needs  a  husband- 
wife  team  to  be  primary  residential  staff 
for  the  giris  home.  Excellent  salary/ben¬ 
efits.  Work  for  2  weeks  on  duty,  1  week 
off.  Come  minister  in  the  lives  of  chil¬ 
dren!  Call  Pam  at  1-850-878-1458. 
GOSPEL  PIANO  CASSETTES/CDS. 
Instrumental  favorites!  Great  gifts  for 
birthdays,  Christmas!  Free  brochure! 
Jacky  Campbell,  11  Clifford, 
Natchez,  MS  39120. 


BROGAN:  MAN  OF  FAITH 

Editor: 

For  the  past  three  years  I  have 
been  travelling  around  Mississippi 
with  Richard  Brogan  (consultant 
at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board)  and  observed 
him  interacting  with  people  of  all 
races,  backgrounds,  and  denomi¬ 
nations.  No  one,  in  my  opinion, 
can  top  Richard  when  it  comes  to 
the  ministry'  of  reconciliation. 

When  Richard  asked  me 
about  helping  with  the 
Leadership  Conference,  1  had 
no  idea  that  they  would  be  so 
successful.  I  never  thought  for 
one  minute  that  people  would 
drive  one-way,  four  to  five 
hours  to  attend  a  leadership 
conference,  but  no  matter 
where  the  conferences  are 
located  the  people  come. 

We  have  focused  primarily 
on  two  areas:  how  to  develop  an 
effective  ministry  for  the  church, 
and  how  pastors  and  their 
wives  may  model  biblical  prin¬ 
ciples  for  marital  enrichment 
before  their  congregations. 

At  times,  the  participants  have 
so  many  questions  they  don't 
want  to  stop  when  the  time  is 
over.  I  have  also  heard  them  talk 
about  how  much  they  have 
learned,  not  from  just  my  class 
but  from  the  other  classes  as  well. 

What  is  it  about  this  man 
that  causes  so  many  African- 
Americans  to  follow  nim? 

For  one  thing,  he  is  a  great 
man  of  faith  and  acts  decisively 
out  of  a  great,  big  heart  of  love. 
I  believe  people  follow  him 
because  he  is  gifted  to  inspire 
them  to  want  to  develop  and 
because  he  is  gentle  with  his 
influence.  I  believe  there  is  no 
other  way  to  respond  to  a  man 
like  Richard  Brogan.  You  see, 
we  love  him! 

Lloyd  C.  Blue,  president 

Church  Growth  Unlimited 

Mendenhall 


FOR  SALE:  1980  Bluebird  bus;  5  SP; 
$2,500;  and  1984  International  bus; 
auto;  $3,000;  call  879-8517. 

ORDER  THE  WORD:  The  Bible  from 
26  translations.  Complete  KJV  in  bold 
type  and  lighter  type  under  each  line  is 
additional  help  from  other  translations 
without  repeating.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed.  Deluxe  hardback  $69.95  or 
bonded  leather  $89.95.  Mathis  Pub. 
Inc.,  Box  6685,  Gulfport,  MS  39506 
or  call  228-863-6177. 

YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED:  pre¬ 
packaged  (most  meals,  lodging, 
assignment)  mission  trips  in  11  US 
cities  and  Toronto.  NAMB  endorsed. 
For  more  info,  call  Youth  on  Mission, 
1  -800-299-0385;  www.yom.org. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
662-455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS:  A  full-time 
position  working  with  children  through 
college  with  an  emphasis  on  youth. 
Send  resume  to  Search  Committee, 
First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  497, 
Pocomokc,  Mary  land  2 1 85 1 . 


Ln  i:\V a'i  N  E\c  i  i  sin  i  Bi  s  Sol  rce 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court.  Brentwood,  TN  37027 


Call  Todaj^^  (800)  370-6180 


LifeWay  Discount 
15  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Since  1953 


Available  in  20’  to  37’  models 
( 12  to  47  passengers,  New  A  Used) 


“  We  specialize  in  church  buses" 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  excejJt  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Choosing  with  deliberation 

Joshua  24:1-2, 14-22,  25 

Jerry  L.  Smith  As  you  study 

Joshua's  challenge  to 


worn  to  the  ban  on  facial  hair.  Livingston  asked,  "What  do  you 
When  a  young  recruit  mean  by  that?"  The  man 
named  Bill  Walton  told  explained  that  when  two  parties 
Wooden,  "Coach,  I  have  a  cut  a  covenant  (which  was 
beard  and  I  am  going  to  keep  sealed  with  blood  and  binding 
it."  Wooden  smiled  and  said,  until  death)  they  immediately 
"We're  going  to  miss  you.  Bill."  became  involved  in  a  coopera- 
He  shaved  his  beard!  tive  relationship. 

When  we  sign  on  with  God,  Livingston  discovered  that 
we  commit  to  doing  things  his  after  he  cut  a  covenant  with  one 
way.  Is  there  something  you  tribe,  he  also  had  access  to  other 
need  to  "shave  off"  in  the  inter-  tribes.  Now  he  was  a  part  of  a 
est  of  obedience?  huge  family  of  tribes  linked 

Genuine  faith  (w.  21,  22,  25).  together  by  covenants.  Needless 
Joshua  sealed  the  people's  com-  to  say,  he  went  on  to  become 
mitment  to  God  nv  making  a  one  of  the  most  successful  evan- 
covenant  between  them  and  the  gelists  tp  the  continent  of  Africa. 
Lord.  A  covenant  is  an  agreement  God  has  made  a  covenant 
between  two  or  more  parties.  The  with  us  through  the  blood  of 
Israelites  agreed  to  a  covenant  Jesus.  Are  you  living  up  to  your 
with  God  out  of  gratitude  for  all  side  of  the  covenant?  God  had 
he  had  done  for  them.  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice  bv 

Missionary  David  Livingston  offering  up  his  Son.  What  sacri- 
attributed  his  success  in  reach-  fices  are  you  making  for  him? 
ing  the  African  people  to  the  cut-  God  is  challenging  you  with 
ting  of  a  covenant.  After  numer-  the  same  question  Joshua  put  to 
ous  unsuccessful  attempts  to  the  Israelites  —  whom  are  you 
reach  the  Africans  with  the  going  to  serve?  When  are  you 
gospel,  a  tribesman  gave  him  going  to  make  that  decision? 
tnis  advice,  "You  need  to  cut  a  Smith  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
covenant  with  the  people."  Summit. 


Have  you  made  a 
decision  about  following 
God?  He's  not  going  to 
force  you  to  follow  him. 

Questionable  com¬ 
mitment  (vv.  16-20). 
After  Joshua  received 
the  Israelites'  commit¬ 
ment  to  unwavering 
devotion  to  God,  he 
reminded  them  of  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  failing  to  follow 
through  with  their  decision. 

Our  relationship  to  God 
demands  complete  allegiance. 
God  is  not  interested  in  having 
"lone  rangers"  or  "super  stars^ 
on  his  team.  He  requires  self¬ 
less  sacrifice  and  undivided 
y  —  like  John  Wooden. 

Wooden  coached  the  UCLA 
Bruins  to  more  college  basket¬ 
ball  championships  than  any 
other  NCAA  coach  in  history. 
He  insisted  on  a  level  of  dedica¬ 
tion  and  selflessness  that  is 
almost  unheard  of  today. 
Wooden  demanded  uniformity 
—  from  the  wav  socks  were 


Our  world  presents  many 
choices.  We  choose  a  mate, 
vocation,  and  where  we  are 
going  to  live. 

All  of  these  choices  are  life 
changing,  but  the  most  life¬ 
changing  decision  we're  called 
to  make  is  whether  or  not  we 
are  going  to  follow  God. 

I  chose  to  give  my  life  to 
Christ  twenty  years  ago.  new 
Though  the  choices  I  have  then 
made  in  the  last  twenty  years  people  using  a  simple  piece  of  loyalty 
have  been  important,  none  string.  He'd  place  the  string  on 
have  been  as  important  as  my  the  table  in  from  to  him  and  say, 
decision  to  accept  Christ.  ’  "Pull  it  and  it  will  follow  you 

My  decision  to  follow  Christ  wherever  you  wish.  Push  it  and 
affected  every  other  decision  it  will  go  nowhere  at  all." 
that  followed.  Is  your  Christian  Joshua  knew  that  he  could- 
commitment  impacting  every  n't  push  people  into  a  decision, 
other  decision  you  make?  If  it's  He  was  aware  that  if  the  deci- 
not,  it  should  be.  sion  was  going  to  be  genuine. 


Smith 


Life  and  Work 

Play 


ing  God 

Jonah  4:1-11 


By  Tom  Atwood 


What  are  your  values?  What 
is  important  to  you?  All  of  us 
devote  our  time,  our  talents, 
and  our  tithes  to  those  things 
that  we  value.  What  kind  of 
value  should  we  place  on  our 
Lord's  mandate  to  carry  the 
gospel  to  the  world? 

Some  are  not  involved  in  the 
world  missions  enterprise  sim- 
because  they  do  not  know 
ow  to  be  involved.  Others  fail 
this  because  they  are  self- 


Atwood 


VI 

ply 

how 


in 

absorbed  and  have  ho  compas¬ 
sion  for  lost  people.  Still  others 
carry  destructive  attitudes  of 
disdain  and  prejudice  toward 
certain  people  of  different 
races,  ethnic  origin,  or  culture. 


In  doing  so,  people 
play  God. 

The  love  of  God 
has  no  cultural  nor 
ethnic  limitations. 

He  is  no  respecter  of  persons. 
As  Paul  would  say,  "There  is 
neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  slave 
nor  free,  male  nor  female" 
(Gal.  3:26). 

How  big  is  my  God?  (w.  1- 
3).  Jonah  had  learned  some 
things  but  he  needed  to  learn 
more.  He  learned  to  obey  but 
not  to  love.  His  message  was 
from  God  but  his  attitude  was 
not.  Jonah  was  angry  because 
God  had  shown  compassion  to 
Nineveh.  He  retorted:  "Isn't 
this  what  I  said  would  happen? 
This  is  the  reason  I  tried  to  run 


in  the  first  place!" 

How  tragic  that  Jonah 
would  rather  die  than  see 
God's  deliverance  of  the 
Ninevites.  His  thinking 
became  so  twisted  that  he 

Eerceived  that,  unlike 
imself,  the  Ninevites 
should  not  be  spared. 
Jonah  did  not  want  to  go 
on  living  in  a  world 
where  God  would  save 
such  undeserving  people. 
Christian  missions,  support¬ 
ed  by  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering,  are  based 
on  the  biblical  truth  of  man's 
universal  need  and  God's 
unconditional  love  for  sinners. 
"For  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son...  (John  3:16)."  Is  your  God 
big  enough? 

What  makes  me  happy? 
(w.  4-9).  Jonah  chose  a  perch 
with  a  good  view  of  the  city.  He 
waited  to  see  if  perhaps  God 
would  change  his  mind  and 
rain  destruction  upon  Nineveh. 


God  chided  Jonah  for  his 
anger  because  he  had  much  to 
learn  about  God's  great  all 
encompassing  love. 

Jonan  needed  to  learn  from 
God,  and  in  God's  classroom 
there  was  a  vine,  a  worm,  and  a 
scorching  east  wind.  These 
became  effective  communica¬ 
tors  of  divine  truth.  Jonah 
learned  that  no  one  group  is 
ever  the  soul  possessor  of 
God's  amazing  grace. 

How  long  since  you  exam¬ 
ined  your  values?  Wnat  do  you 
love?  Are  you  interested  only  in 
self  or  do  you  find  joy  in  the 
salvation  of  lost  people  in  your 
neighborhood  and  around  the 
world?  One  sign  of  authentic 
salvation  is  a  a  sincere  desire  to 
see  others  saved. 

Do  I  really  care?  (w.  10-11). 
Jonah  had  deep  concern  over  a 
single  vine  that  had  no  purpose 
except  the  pleasures  its  shade 
brought  him.  He  cared  much 
about  himself  but  cared  little 
about  a  whole  city  of  people 


who  would  be  destroyed.  In 
contrast,  God  had  great  con¬ 
cern  for  the  city  of  people. 

In  your  love,  have  you 
moved  beyond  your  own  self 
and  your  desires?  The  love  of 
God  should  inspire  and  change 
so  that  Christ's  followers 
would  love  the  things  that 
Christ  loves.  God's  concern 
was  for  a  city  of  spiritually 
blind  people  (v.  11)  whose 
needs  were  great  —  far  greater 
than  a  vine. 

Many  have  caught  the  vision 
of  God  s  love  for  an  unbeliev¬ 
ing  and  undeserving  world. 
They  have  found  great  joy  and 

Ejrsonal  fulfillment  in  sharing 
od's  great  grace.  They  have 
given  tneir  time,  talents,  and 
financial  resources  because 
they  first  gave  themselves. 

Won't  you  join  God  in 
expressing  his  love  to  a  world 
that  is  as  blind  as  ancient 
Nineveh? 

Atwood  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Oxford. 


Explore  the  Bible 

New  venture 

Numbers  31:1-36:13 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 


We  sometimes  have  difficul¬ 
ty  understanding  the  behavior 
of  the  Lord.  People  sometimes 
accuse  God  of  not  being  fair. 
However,  God  is  not  held  to  the 
laws  of  man.  In  fact,  God  said, 
"My  thoughts  are  not  your 
thoughts,  neither  are  your 
ways  my  ways"  (Is.  55:8). 

We  are  also  told,  "The  earth 
is  the  Lord's  and  the  fullness 
thereof;  the  world,  and  they 
who  dwell  therein"  (Ps.  24:1 5- 
Consequently,  God  can  do 
whatever  he  chooses  to  do. 

Though  it  might  not  suit  our 
fancy  at  the  moment,  God  in 
his  omnipotence  and  omni¬ 
science  knows  what  is  best  and 


expects  obedience. 

Jesus  himself  was  obe¬ 
dient  to  the  Father 
even  unto  death  Fleming 
(Philippians  2:8). 

Therefore,  why  should  we  be 
any  less  obedient  than  the 
Master? 

In  this  light  we  can  look  at 
God's  specific  instructions  to 
the  Israelites  as  they  were 
preparing  to  enter  the  Land. 

The  Israelites  were  to  drive  out 
the  inhabitants,  and  destroy 
their  images  and  all  their  high 
places  (areas  of  idol  worship). 
Then,  they  were  to  take  tne 
land  and  settle  it,  after  casting 
lots  to  divide  the  land.  Each 
tribe's  inheritance  was  to  be 
awarded  according  to  size. 


The  tribes  of  Reuben 
and  Gad  had  been  so 
blessed  and  their  herds 
of  cattle  were  so  large 
that  when  they  saw 
abundant  pastureland 
on  the  eastside  of  the 
Jordan  River,  they  saw 
no  need  to  cross  over. 
Even  though  God  had 
promised  them  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and 
honey,  a  land  filled  with  abun¬ 
dant  riches,  they  wanted  the 
immediate  gratification  of  stay- 
ingwith  wnat  they  could  see. 

They  said  to  Moses,  "If  we 
have  found  grace  in  thy  sight, 
let  this  land  be  given  to  thy  ser¬ 
vants  for  a  possession  and  bring 
us  not  over  the  Jordan"  (32:5). 

According  to  Scofield,  these 
tribes  exemplified  people  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  ways  of  the  world, 
depicting  carnal  Christians.  How 
often  do  we  give  up  promised 
blessings  from  God  just  to  satisfy 
that  which  is  immediately  pleas¬ 


ing  to  our  eyes. 

The  two  tribes'  requests  did 
not  sit  well  with  Moses.  He 
resented  the  thought  that  they 
would  stay  on  the  east  and  do 
nothing  while  the  remaining 
tribes  in  obedience  would  cross 
over  and  go  to  war.  Such  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  would  greatly  dis¬ 
courage  the  remaining  ten  tribes. 
Moses  even  accused  Reuben  and 
Gad  of  the  same  sin  that  their 
forefathers  had  committed:  dis¬ 
couraging  the  people  at  Kadesh 
after  hearing  tne  spies'  reports. 

Not  only  would  their  request 
to  stay  on  tne  east  discourage  the 
remaining  Israelites,  but  it  would 
also  disrupt  their  unity.  Because 
of  former  mutiny,  Joshua  and 
Caleb  were  the  only  two  twenty 
years  of  age  and  above  to  be 
allowed  into  the  Promised  Land. 
Moses  certainly  wanted  no  repe¬ 
tition  of  that  incident  which 
caused  ungodly  rebellion. 

However,  the  people  from 
the  tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad 


came  back  to  Moses  with  a 
counter  offer,  saying  they 
would  build  shelters  for  their 
herds,  fortify  the  area  for  their 
families,  ana  then  cross  over  the 
Jordan  with  the  other  Israelites. 

Gad's  and  Reuben's  tribes 
agreed  not  to  leave  the  children 
of  Israel  until  all  the  tribes  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Jordan  had 
their  inheritance.  Moses  finally 
acquiesced  after  it  was  under¬ 
stood  that  the  eastern  tribes 
would  not  return  home  until  all 
the  western  enemies  were  driven 
out,  thus,  enabling  God's  chosen 
people  to  inhabit  tne  land. 

Oh,  how  like  those  two  tribes 
we  are  —  always  cheating  our¬ 
selves  of  God's  very  best,  and 
we  seem  not  to  even  care. 
Insisting  upon  immediate  satis¬ 
faction,  most  of  us  rob  ourselves 
of  promised  blessings  by  not 
waiting  upon  God,  our  Creator, 
Redeemer.  God  forgive  us! 

Fleming  is  a  member  of  Bond 
Church,  Neshoba  Association. 


Unfinished  i 

Task 


Laving  the  Lost 


Missionary  struggles  to  free  Bengali  people 


DHAKA,  Bangladesh  (BP)  —  "God  is 
love."  It’s  a  message  Christians  sing  from 
their  earliest  years. 

However,  Asian  Muslims,  such  as  those 
in  the  people  group  that  Jay  East  (not  his 
real  name)  lives  among,  are  astounded 
when  East  shares  with  them  these  con¬ 
cepts  about  God.  They  see  God  as  one  who 
is  far  off,  vengeful,  and  capricious. 

"To  hear  tnat  he  is  loving,  concerned 
and  that  he  desires  a  close,  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  each  of  us  is  an  amazing, 
new  concept  that  truly  excites  them," 
East  says. 

East  looks  in  the  face  of  lostness  each  day 
as  he  works  among  Bengali  Muslims,  who 
represent  one  of  the  largest  people  groups 
in  the  world  and  live  in  soutnem  Asia.  The 
vast  majority  of  Bengali  are  found  in 
Bangladesh  and  northeast  India,  although 
significant  communities  of  Bengali  exist  in 
other  parts  of  India  as  well. 


Here's  how 
describes  what 
encounters: 

"The  Bengali  Muslim 
believes  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  a  great 
prophet,  but  not  the  Son 
of  God,"  he  says.  These 
Asian  Muslims  "believe 
that  Christians  are  evil 
because  they  worship 
more  than  one  God. 
Thev  do  not  understand 
the  Trinity  as  one." 

Most  of  the  people 
live  without  hope 
because  few  are  able  to 
maintain  the  rituals 
Muslims  must  enact  in 
order  to  be  right  with 
God,  in  their  estimation. 

Among  these  people 
without  hope.  East  finds 
many  admirable  traits. 
Bengali  Muslims  value 
family  togetherness  and 
are  hospitable.  Even 
when  they  are  needv, 
they  will  give  their  best 
to  a  guest.  They  con- 


and  his  col- 
have  set  a 


goal  of  facilitating  100 


East 
leagues 

new  churches  in  the 
next  two  years,  with 
the  hope  of  sparking 
a  cnurch-planting 
movement  tnat  wifi 
replicate  itself  among 
the  Bengali  Muslim 
people. 

East  and  others 
like  him  who  work 
among  the  Bengali 
Muslims  believe 
prayer  is  the  key  to 
eliminating  the 
bondage  of  darkness. 

Thev  are  asking 
for  1 0,000  people 
around  the  world  to 
commit  to  pray  for 
the  release  of  these 
people.  They  specifi¬ 
cally  seek  teams 
who  would  travel  to 
central  and  southern 
Asia  to  prayerwalk 
on-site,  iaeall' 


y  pray¬ 
ing  over  an  area 
before  a  new  team  is 


PITCHING  IN  —  This  Bengali  Muslim 
stantly  think  of  God.  "If  man  participated  in  a  food  for  work  pro- 
they  tell  you  they  will  gram  at  Gargari  Union,  Bangladesh,  after  sent  in  to  focus  on 
see" you  tomorrow,  they  floods  devastated  the  region.  Southern  that  district, 
will  always  say,  'If  God  Baptist  missionaries  devised  the  lood-tor- 
wills,"’  East  says.  Yet  work  plan  as  a  way  to  relieve  human  suffer- 
their  concept  of  God  ing,  help  people  recover  from  flood  damage 
sadly  misses  the  mark.  —  and  bear  witness  to  God's  love  in  Christ 
To  help  them  under-  )esus.  (BP  photo  by  Roy  M.  Burroughs) 

stand  Goa,  East  tries  to  - 

overcome  misunderstandings  Bengali  could  count,  from  every  nation,  tribe,  peo 


He  takes  seriously 
the  words  of 
Revelation  7:9: 
""There  before  me 
was  a  great  multi¬ 
tude  that  no  one 


WHO  WILL  TELL  THEM?  — 
This  school  outside  Dhaka, 
Bangladesh,  teaches  boys  the 
Q'uran  (Koran),  the  scriptures  of 
Islam.  While  these  boys  will 
learn  about  Jesus  as  a  prophet, 
they  will  hear  nothing  about  how 
he  can  reconcile  them  to  God. 
(BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 
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BTWL  ARH:  SKFNI-SKTF 
Clue:  N  =  T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Matthew  Twenty  - 
Two:  Thirty-Two. 


Muslims  have  about  Christianity  and  its 
beliefs.  "They  have  been  taught  for  so  long 
that  Christianity  is  bad.  To  start  (witnessing) 
by  saying,  I  want  to  tell  you  about  Christ,' 
will  get  an  immediate  rejection,"  he  explains. 


pie  and  language.' 

Jay  East  is  confident  that 
many  from  the  Bengali 
Muslim  population  will  be  a 
part  of  tnat  number. 


Task 


Strife-tom  Cambodia  seen  as  ripe  for  the  Gospel 


PHNOM  PENH,  Cambodia 
(BP)  —  More  than  two  decades 
have  passed  since  daily  head¬ 
lines  detailed  news  of 
American  bombings  in 
Cambodia,  but  when  Phil 
Wardell  (not  his  real  name)  con¬ 
fronts  Cambodians  whose  lives 
were  forever  changed  by  the 
Vietnam  War,  the  hatred  among 
many  is  raw  and  fresh. 

Wardell,  a  Southern  Baptist 
living  in  Southeast  Asia,  finds  it 
challenging  to  tell  Cambodians 
about  Christ  when  his  hearers 
hurl  back,  "Your  people 
bombed  our  villages!" 

For  Cambodians,  94%  of 
whom  are  Buddhist,  "forgiving 
a  transgressor  or  forgetting 
how  they  have  been  trans¬ 
gressed"  is  a  thoroughly  alien 
concept,  explains  Wardell. 
Fewer  than  1%  of  the 
Cambodian  people  are 
Christian. 

When  Cambodians  do  con¬ 
fess  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  they 
often  query  Wardell  and  other 
Christians,  "Why  has  it  taken 
you  so  long  to  get  here  with  the 
Gospel?" 

A  major  issue:  separating 
Buddhism  from  cultural  identi¬ 
ty  among  the  Central  Khmer, 
the  people  group  that  Wardell 
and  his  wife  live  among.  Central 
Khmer  make  up  90%  of  the 
country's  total  population. 


"To  be  Khmer  is  to  be 
Buddhist,"  Wardell  says.  "It  is 
difficult  to  persuade  the 
Cambodian  people  that  they  can 
be  Khmer  and  Christian  at  ■ 
the  same  time."  Forsaking 
their  family's  religion  to 
embrace  the  Christian 
faith  portends  swift,  per¬ 
manent  rejection  by  loved 
ones. 

Once,  after  Wardell  wit¬ 
nessed  for  two  hours  to  a 
Cambodian  village  leader, 
the  man  said,  "We  will  con¬ 
sider  becoming  Christian, 
but  first  we  must  talk  with 
our  families  and  the  other 
village  members."  When 
salvation  does  occur,  a 
local  body  of  baptized 
believers  becomes  the 
"adoptive  family"  of  the 
new  Christian,  since  other 
family  members  often 
shun  nim. 

Southern  Baptist  repre¬ 
sentatives  who  work  in 
Cambodia  alongside 
Wardell  and  his  wife  side¬ 
step  high-profile  roles  and 
remain  benind  the  scenes 
as  they 
and  provi 

for  local  believers,  who 
have  planted  more  than 
,  70%  of  the  Baptist  church¬ 
es  in  Cambodia.  Local 
church  leaders  are  experi¬ 


encing  explosive  growth,  hav¬ 
ing  established  100  new  church¬ 
es  since  July  1997. 

"If  Christianity  does  not 


upport,  mentor, 
iae  role  models 


LOST  —  Buddhism  claims  the  lives, 
and  eternal  destinies,  of  most 
Cambodians,  including  this  monk  at  a 
temple  in  Phnom  Penh.  Southern 
Baptists  and  Cambodian  believers  are 
working  hard  to  help  the  lost  multi¬ 
tudes  understand  God's  love.  (BP 
photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 


rapidly  advance  throughout 
the  country,  the  people  will 
likely  return  to  Buddhism  for 
stability,"  Wardell  says. 

"We  have  to  speak  of  repen¬ 
tance  in  terms  of  renouncing 
allegiance  to  any  other  thing 
(such  as  spirits  or  gods)  and 
trusting  Christ  alone  for  their 
salvation,"  he  says.  "This  offers 
more  hope  for  tne  present  and 
future  than  Buddhism,  which 
appears  to  have  failed  the  peo¬ 
ple  time  and  time  again.” 

The  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  International 
Missions  has  provided  funds  to 
construct  an  office  building, 
house  and  guest  rooms  for 
Wardell  and  other  personnel 
who  work  alongside  nim. 

It  also  funded  vehicles  for 
four  new  families  who  have 
arrived  within  the  past  18 
months  to  minister  tnere,  as 
well  as  helped  provide  the 
salaries  that  allow  them  to  give 
their  full  attention  to  witness 
and  ministry. 

In  a  land  that  has  been  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  devil  for  hundreds 
of  years,  Wardell  and  fellow 
workers  are  laboring  to  lift  the 
veil  of  Buddhism  so  the  Khmer 
can  "see  the  light 
of  the  gospel  of 
the  glory  of  Christ,  j 
who  is  the  image 
of  God"  (2  Co.  4:4). 
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